
SportsB
INSIDE
Izzo: Spartans
must stay
focused
— 5B

www.macombdaily.com

Thursday, March 6, 2008

SPORTS INSIDER

Sports dept.
� Call (586) 469-4771

after 4 p.m.

� Send e-mail to

sports@macombdaily.com

� Send faxes to (586) 469-

2892
Individual glory
County wrestlers to compete at State Finals — Page 2B

Pilots
unravel

By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

GROSSE POINTE FARMS
— De La Salle’s basketball sea-
son ended with a double-heart-
breaker.

Angelo Mason made a layup
with 9.5 seconds remaining,
and De La Salle turned the ball
over twice in the final 21 sec-
onds to derail its postseason
hopes in a 69-67 double-over-
time loss to Detroit Finney in a
Class A regional final at Grosse
Pointe South on Wednesday.

De La Salle led by as many as
seven points in the second half,
led by six early in the fourth
quarter and led in each of the
overtime periods. But the Pilots
could not hold off a senior-dom-
inated Detroit Finney squad.

Mason, a senior center, fin-
ished with
17 points,
and senior
guard
Kavon
Rose
scored 16

points, including critical 3-
pointers in each of the over-
time periods for the High-
landers (21-4 overall).

“They had great senior lead-
ership,” said De La Salle coach
Greg Esler, whose team finish-
ed with a 16-8 overall record.
“They made their free throws.
They made their shots down
the stretch.”

The Pilots also made some
critical plays.

Kevin McCarthy spilt a pair
of free throws with 10.9 seconds
left in the fourth quarter to
force the first overtime, and
Alex Marcotullio made three
free throws with 6.5 seconds re-
maining in the first extra peri-
od to force double OT.

But De La Salle faltered down
the stretch, turning the ball over
with 21 seconds left and the
scored tied at 67-67. Then, follow-
ing Mason’s layup that gave Fin-
ney the lead, the Pilots turned
the ball over again with 1.5 sec-
onds remaining to allow the
Highlanders to seal the victory.

“We had the play we want-
ed,” Esler said. “They just
rushed it a bit. ... But our kids
kept battling.”

De La Salle led 32-29 after a
back-and-forth first half that fea-
tured 15 lead changes and six ties.

The Pilots maintained their
lead throughout the third
quarter, and they took a 48-42 lead
on a 3-pointer by Alex Harville
with 6:30 remaining in the fourth.

But Finney responded with a
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Parkway Christian’s Zurlon Tipton was held to 13
points by the Detroit City defense.

team-high 16 points. “Our coach moti-
vated us to go out and do what we prac-
tice. We came out (of the timeout) and
hit some shots and Pat got the ball to
people and we did good.”

The Eagles ended the first quarter
trailing only 12-11 after Lubeck found
Zurlon Tipton for a layup. Tipton,
Parkway’s leading scorer this season,
did not have another field goal in the
first half. He and fellow junior Matt
Cooper finished with 13 points apiece,
but they combined for only nine in the
first half.

“We missed some easy shots. Coop
and Zurlon were not into it early,”
Barker said. “They’re our keys inside,
that was our goal.”

A lot of their troubles had to do with

very proud of
these kids. (They
had) 24 and 18
(win seasons) in
two years and
won a lot of cham-
pionships.”

But not on Wednesday night, as
Parkway Christian fell short of a sec-
ond consecutive regional crown in a
58-48 defeat to the Bears.

The Eagles erased their early deficit
with back-to-back 3-pointers by Lu-
beck. They were his only points of the
game, but they drastically changed the
game’s mood. Lubeck kept the Eagles
settled throughout, committing only
one turnover.

“The game early on, I think we came
out scared,” said Houser, who scored a

� Eagles fall to Detroit
City in regional finals.

By Ryan Pretzer
Special to The Macomb Daily

BIRMINGHAM — It looked like

Parkway Christian would surrender its

Class D boys’ basketball regional title

without putting up a fight. Barely two

minutes into Wednesday night’s region-

al final at Roeper Community Center,

the Eagles trailed Detroit City, 10-2.
Head coach Jim Barker called a

timeout and challenged his team in the

huddle. His players, particularly sen-

iors Larry Houser and Pat Lubeck,

heeded the call.
“The kids battled,” Barker said. “I’m

No repeat for Parkway Christian

Celtics run away
� Garnett drops in
31 as Boston wins
season series.

By Dana Gauruder
Journal Register News Service

BOSTON — We’ve seen this
game before, usually in late May.

The Pistons’ passing attack
stalls, they resort to one-on-one

play and
then mis-
fire one con-
tested
jumper
after
another.
The oppo-
nent relies
on a super-
star for easy
points,
grabs an
early lead

and then withstands a futile Pis-
tons rally.

It happened against Dwyane
Wade and Miami in the confer-
ence finals two seasons ago. It
happened against LeBron James
and Cleveland last spring. And it
happened once again in the
rubber match of the Pistons’ reg-
ular-season series against Kevin
Garnett and Boston.

This game could very well be a
precursor to this year’s confer-
ence finals. The Pistons trailed
by 14 in the early going, rallied
late in the third quarter, then got
outscored 12-1 in the final 5:11 of
a 90-78 Celtics victory Wednes-
day night.

Garnett had 31 points and Paul
Pierce heated up in the late going
while the Pistons shot just 36 per-
cent. Boston extended its confer-
ence lead to four games and AP photo

Detroit Pistons’ Chauncey Billups, right, loses control of the ball and is fouled as he drives against
Boston Celtics’ Ray Allen during the second half in Boston. The Celtics beat the Pistons 90-78.

fenseman Barret Jackman of the

puck from behind in the neutral

zone, turning and putting it into

an empty net.
The goal was Datsyuk’s 25th of

the season and his second of the

night.
The Russian center opened the

scoring 5:28 into play, putting the

rebound of a Tomas Kopecky

shot in off the stick of Brad Boyes
. It was Datsyuk’s third multi-

goal game of the season and his

first since Dec. 4. The Blues tied

the score at 1-1 with 1:33 left in

Rafalski carried the puck into

the St. Louis zone from center

ice. As he was knocked to the ice

by a defender, Rafalski let loose a

wrist shot that used St. Louis de-

fenseman Matt Walker as a

screen.
Legace didn’t see the puck as it

went by him for Rafalski’s ca-

reer-high 11th goal of the season.
“I didn’t really see it,” said Ra-

falski. “I got knocked over. He

didn’t move and I didn’t move. I

was like, ‘Where’s the puck?’ ”
Pavel Datsyuk added an insur-

ance marker with 1:31 left in the

game, stripping St. Louis de-

for his 14th goal of the season.
“Those are the kind of goals

you’ve got to score at playoff

time,” said Detroit coach Mike

Babcock.
The goal was Franzen’s second

in as many games. “The puck

was bouncing our way this time;

It’s been a while,” said Franzen.

“I’m not used to scoring streaks.

I hope I can get going.”
The Red Wings took a two-goal

lead 6:11 into the third period

when Brian Rafalski scored in

his first game back after missing

three weeks with a strained

groin.

Johan

Franzen

scored the

winning

goal, break-

ing a 1-1 tie

halfway

through the

second peri-

od, after

being

knocked

down from behind by defense-

man Eric Brewer. Franzen nev-

ertheless was able to tuck the re-

bound of a Mikael Samuelsson

shot past goalie Manny Legace

By Bruce MacLeod
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

DETROIT— The St. Louis

Blues brought the Detroit Red

Wings down to their knees, Wed-

nesday night, at Joe Louis

Arena.
Unfortunately for the Blues,

from their knees is where the

Red Wings scored a pair of goals

on their way to a 4-1 victory.

Wings, Franzen stay hot, beat Blues

Dakota
bows
out
� GPN blasts past
Cougars 5-0 in D-1
quarterfinal.

By Jason Schmitt
Macomb Daily Sports Editor

ST. CLAIR SHORES —
There was certainly no short-
age of senior talent on the ice
for Dakota Wednesday night.

But even with all that expe-
rience, Dakota found itself
shaking off early jitters while

playing in
its first-
ever state
quarterfi-
nal.
Grosse
Pointe

North took advantage of the
Cougars’ lack of experience,
pouncing early for a pair of
first-period goals during a 5-0
win at St. Clair Shores’ Civic
Arena.

“They play in a better league
than we play in and it’s a lot
more competitive,” Dakota
coach Dave Koons said.
“We’re not used to games like
this. That was obvious.”

North, twice a state cham-
pion and once a runnerup,
used its big-game experience
to its advantage. The Norse-
men came out firing, outshoot-
ing the Cougars 17-4 in the first
period.

Junior forward Jimmy
Tocco made Dakota pay on the
game’s fourth shot on goal.
Senior forward Kevin Gibson
skated behind the goal and
found Tocco out front. Tocco
settled the puck and fired a
wrist shot past Cougar goalie
Paul Savage for a 1-0 lead just
1:46 into the game.

Continuing to pressure Da-
kota with its forechecking, the
Norsemen struck again with
5:44 left in the period as senior
forward Tim Tibaudo beat
Savage on a rebound for a 2-0
advantage.

“We wanted to get the first
goal to give us some momen-
tum,” North coach Scott Lock
said. “We didn’t want to give
them any life whatsoever. We
came out in the first period
and we took care of business
when we needed to. “I told the
kids ‘you’re going to win this
game in the first period. It’s a
three-period game but you’re
going to come out and dictate
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Nashville at Detroit

Time: 3 p.m.

Sunday

TV: FSN

� Rafalski scores
in his first game
back from injury.

Boys

H.S.

Basketball

� Finney defeats
DLS in double OT.

Boys

H.S.

Basketball

High

School

Hockey

Up Next

Detroit

at New York

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Friday

TV: Ch. 20
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Individual wrestling finals
Here’s a look at the Macomb County wrestlers who qualified for this weekend’s

MHSAA Individual Wrestling Finals. All matches will be wrestled at one site, The Palace
of Auburn Hills, March 6-8. On Thursday, Round 1 begins at 2:45 p.m. On Friday,
Rounds 2, 3, 4 begin at 8:30 a.m. with Round 5 (championship semifinals) slated to
start at 7 p.m. On Saturday, Rounds 6, 7, 8 begin at 8:30 a.m. with the Grand March
and finals set for 4:30 p.m.

DIVISION 1
Local participants – 28

Anchor Bay (3)
Robbie Bidlingmaier, junior, 119

Record – 46-5
County – first, def. Cameron Amateis (L’Anse Creuse), 11-10
League (MAC White) – first, def. Nick Marino (Lakeview), 9-2
District – first, def. Ross Drouillard (Rochester Adams), 14-6
Regional – second, lost to Cameron Amateis (L’Anse Creuse), 10-8
First-round opponent – Joel Billings (Waterford Kettering), senior, 44-13

Steve Sattler, sophomore, 130
Record – 42-13
County – second, lost to Nick Bara (Romeo), 3-1 (OT)
League (MAC White) – first, def. Kyle Lowry (Warren Woods-Tower), 5-1
District – second, lost to Nick Bara (Romeo), 5-2
Regional – second, lost Nick Bara (Romeo), 10-8
First-round opponent – Paul Crowe (Grandville), senior, 26-4

Joey Yost, junior, 145
Record – 28-13
County – third, def. Kenny Lowry (Warren Woods-Tower), 9-2
League (MAC White) – second, lost to Brennan Brumley (Warren Woods-Tower), 20-7
District – first, def. Spencer Simmons (Romeo), 7-5
Regional – first, def. Frank Jiovani (L’Anse Creuse), pin time 3:03
First-round opponent – Jordan Bond (Grand Ledge), senior, 31-12

Cousino (1)
Vito Patrico, senior, 189

Record – 41-4
County – first, def. Jarrett Lintz (L’Anse Creuse), pin time 5:38
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. Dan Dobney (Marysville), 10-2
District – third, def. Mike Petrone (Roseville), pin time 2:45
Regional – fourth, lost to Evan Gros (Lake Orion), 7-1
First-round opponent – Richard Kirksey (Davison), junior, 41-4

Dakota (1)
Mike Wranosky, junior, 160

Record – 29-8
County – did not participate
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. Fadi Moosa (Sterling Heights), pin time :38
District – third, def. Alec Camp (Rochester), injury default
Regional – third, def. Harris Matti (Troy Athens), 5-3 (OT)
First-round opponent – Jeremy Epley (Salem), senior, 41-4

East Detroit (1)
George Andary, senior, 189

Record – 53-3
County – third, def. Will Hartley (Chippewa Valley), 13-5
League (MAC White) – first, def. Mitch Sand (Lakeview), 17-5
District – second, lost to Raylen Davis (Royal Oak), 16-9
Regional – second, lost to Raylen Davis (Royal Oak), 9-6
First-round opponent – Matt Aubrey (Detroit Catholic Central), senior, 29-12

Eisenhower (1)
Brett Correll, senior, 189

Record – 43-1
County – first, def. Andrew Stebbins (Romeo), pin time 4:13
League (MAC Red) – first, def. Andrew Stebbins (Romeo), pin time 2:11
District – first, def. Andrew Stebbins (Romeo), 16-6
Regional – first, def. Andrew Stebbins (Romeo), 18-5
First-round opponent – Zach Payton (Holland), senior, 39-10

Ford (6)
Zack Worthing, senior, 103

Record – 37-12
County – third, def. Shane Dutton (Lamphere), 5-1
League (MAC Red) – second, lost to Shane Dutton (Lamphere), 6-5
District – second, lost to Gary Cicotte (L’Anse Creuse North), 9-2
Regional – third, def. Cody Roberts (Roseville), 6-0
First-round opponent – Anthony Pavlich (Westland John Glenn), sophomore, 48-3

Anthony Dworniczak, senior, 125
Record – 37-5
County – third, def. Collin Allison (Lamphere), 4-1
League (MAC Red) – first, def. Collin Allison (Lamphere), 9-4
District – first, Tyler Bunting (Rochester Adams), 8-2
Regional – first, def. Tyler Bunting (Rochester Adams), 4-3
First-round opponent – Mike Roberts (Southgate Anderson), senior, 47-10

Richard Newbill, senior, 140
Record – 36-21
County – eighth, lost to Mike Smith (Algonac), 10-4
League (MAC Red) – first, def. John Forrest (Chippewa Valley), 6-5
District – second, lost to Jeremy Peshl (Lake Orion), pin time 5:48
Regional – fourth, lost to Jeremy Peshl (Lake Orion), 10-4
First-round opponent – Brent Winekoff (Canton), sophomore, 46-4

Jon Kozak, senior, 152
Record – 35-7
County – third, def. Eric Martin (Romeo), 8-0
League (MAC Red) – first, def. Frank Jiovani (L’Anse Creuse), 10-3
District – third, def. Brian Klozik (Eisenhower), 9-4
Regional – third, def. Nick Parrett (Troy), 7-4
First-round opponent – Ryan Hargraves (Grand Blanc), senior, 38-7

Nick Scalici, senior, 215
Record – 40-13
County – fifth, def. Matt Isaacs (Lakeview), pin time 2:00
League (MAC Red) – second, lost to Jarrett Lintz (L’Anse Creuse), pin time :59
District – fourth, lost to Jason Finney (Rochester Adams), 7-3
Regional – fourth, lost to Nick Duronio (Romeo), 8-6
First-round opponent – Marcel Dubose (Oak Park), senior, 33-0

Vince Vultaggio, junior, 285
Record – 33-22
County – did not place
League (MAC Red) – third, def. Steven Eckert (L’Anse Creuse), pin time 2:20
District – third, def. Charles Martin (Dakota), pin time 3:29
Regional – fourth, lost to Josh Franklin (Grosse Pointe North), 4-2
First-round opponent – Terrell Travier (Kalamazoo Central), senior, 35-2

Fraser (2)
Mike Elkins, senior, 103

Record – 43-5
County – first, def. Gary Cicotte (L’Anse Creuse North), 5-2
League (MAC Blue) – second, lost to Gary Cicotte (L’Anse Creuse North), pin time 3:38
District – first, def. Cody Roberts (Roseville), 5-0
Regional – second, lost to Gary Cicotte (L’Anse Creuse North), 6-3
First-round opponent – Derek Davison (Monroe), freshman, 41-11

Jake Comfort, senior, 171
Record – 41-8
County – fourth, lost to T.J. Carter (Grosse Pointe South), 2-0
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. Justin Mattox (Marysville), 3-2
District – third, def. Zach Ulewicz (De La Salle), pin time 4:30
Regional – third, def. T.J. Carter (Grosse Pointe South), 9-5
First-round opponent – Chris Janes (Grand Haven), senior, 55-7

L’Anse Creuse (3)
Cameron Amateis, junior, 119

Record – 57-1
County – second, lost to Robbie Bidlingmaier (Anchor Bay), 11-10
League (MAC Red) – first, def. Anton Dirnmberger (Ford), pin time 4:47
District – first, def. Joe Chargot (De La Salle), pin time 1:42
Regional – first, def. Robbie Bidlingmaier (Anchor Bay), 10-8
First-round opponent – Doug Eldridge (Detroit Catholic Central), sophomore, 35-14

Frank Jiovani, senior, 145
Record – 52-8
County – third, def. Eric Klingenberg (Fraser), 9-2
League (MAC Red) – second, lost to Jon Kozak (Ford), 10-3
District – first, def. Harry Seville (Royal Oak), 6-1
Regional – second, lost to Joey Yost (Anchor Bay), pin time 3:03
First-round opponent – Shea Butler (South Lyon), senior, 29-6

Jarrett Lintz, senior, 215
Record – 54-2
County – second, lost to Vito Patrico (Cousino), pin time 5:38
League (MAC Red) – first, def. Nick Scalici (Ford), pin time :59
District – first, def. Jack Kosmal (East Detroit), pin time 4:52
Regional – first, def. Jason Finney (Rochester Adams), 5-4 (2 OT)
First-round opponent – Dan Wanshon (Canton), senior, 38-12

L’Anse Creuse North (1)
Gary Cicotte, sophomore, 103

Record – 50-4
County – second, lost to Mike Elkins (Fraser), 5-2
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. Mike Elkins (Fraser), pin time 3:38
District – first, def. Zack Worthing (Ford), 9-2
Regional – first, def. Mike Elkins (Fraser), 6-3
First-round opponent – Waleed Faraj (Canton), sophomore, 35-17

Sterling Heights (2)
Jermaine Williams, junior, 135

Record – 50-8
County – did not place
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. Tyler Horne (L’Anse Creuse North), 10-0
District – second, lost to Billy Mullins (East Detroit), 3-2
Regional – fourth, lost to Charlie Cordero (Rochester Hills Stoney Creek), 4-0
First-round opponent – Josh Stout (Holly), senior, 52-2

Fadi Moosa, senior, 160
Record – 48-9
County – second, lost to Josh Batkins (L’Anse Creuse), 12-10
League (MAC Blue) – second, lost to Mike Wranosky (Dakota), pin time :38
District – second, lost to Shawn Madison (Roseville), pin time 4:43
Regional – second, lost to Joe Graffeo (Lake Orion), 16-0
First-round opponent – Ziad Kharbush (Livonia Stevenson), senior, 43-2

Stevenson (1)
Kyle Omell, senior, 140

Record – 46-4
County – did not place
League (MAC White) – first, def. Kurt Brown (Warren Woods-Tower), 15-0
District – first, def. Robert Nash (Roseville), 5-4
Regional – second, lost to Robert Nash (Roseville), 16-7
First-round opponent – Aaron Jeffrey (Temperance Bedford), junior, 44-13

Romeo (4)
Robert Corpt, junior, 112

Record – 41-18
County – sixth, lost to Nick Marino (Lakeview), 5-0
League (MAC Red) – second, lost to Don Gorman (Lamphere), 16-1
District – first, def. Jake Pratt (Lake Orion), pin time 5:52
Regional – second, lost to Jeremy Stoian (Troy Athens), 11-3
First-round opponent – Grant Pizzo (Brighton), junior, 42-3

Nick Bara, senior, 130
Record – 41-4
County – first, def. Steve Sattler (Anchor Bay), 3-1 (OT)
League (MAC Red) – first, def. Josh Roberts (Roseville), 9-3
District – first, def. Steve Sattler (Anchor Bay), 5-2
Regional – first, def. Steve Sattler (Anchor Bay), 10-8
First-round opponent – Zach Johnson (Rockford), junior, 17-8

Nick Duronio, junior, 215
Record – 42-12
County – third, def. Deven Lynch (Fitzgerald), 5-2
League (MAC Red) – third, def. Nathan Andary (Roseville), 11-9
District – second, lost to Layne Upcott (Lake Orion), 7-6
Regional – third, def. Nick Scalici (Ford), 8-6
First-round opponent – Jacob Moore (Southgate Anderson), junior, 44-8

Andrew Stebbins, junior, 285
Record – 51-5
County – second, lost to Brett Correll (Eisenhower), pin time 4:13
League (MAC Red) – second, lost to Brett Correll (Eisenhower), pin time 2:11
District – second, lost to Brett Correll (Eisenhower),16-6
Regional – second, lost to Brett Correll (Eisenhower),18-5
First-round opponent – Jesse Somsel (Rockford), junior, 46-4

Roseville (2)
Cody Roberts, sophomore, 103

Record – 38-16
County – seventh, def. Steve Steck (Stevenson), 11-4
League (MAC Red) – third, def. Alex Zanchetta (Chippewa Valley), pin time 5:06
District – second, lost to Mike Elkins (Fraser), 5-0
Regional – fourth, lost to Zack Worthing (Ford), 6-0
First-round opponent – Ryan Jones (Monroe), senior, 34-14

Robert Nash, junior, 140
Record – 46-7
County – first, def. Eric Matthews (New Haven), 14-3
League (MAC Red) – first, def. Spencer Simmons (Romeo), 10-6
District – second, lost to Kyle Omell (Stevenson), 5-4
Regional – first, def. Kyle Omell (Stevenson), 16-7
First-round opponent – J.P. Gaffke (Livonia Churchill), senior, 33-10

DIVISION 2
Local participants – 9

Fitzgerald (3)
Anthony Balmaceda, senior, 145

Record – 47-8
County – seventh, def. Josh Pankow (East Detroit), pin time 2:37
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. Eric Klingenberg (Fraser), 3-0
District – second, lost to K.C. Hills (Auburn Hills Avondale), 8-2
Regional – third, def. Robert Weirich (Tecumseh), 5-1
First-round opponent – Tim Gingerich (Lowell), junior, 33-6

Deven Lynch, senior, 215
Record – 45-9
County – fourth, lost to Nick Duronio (Romeo), 5-2
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. T.J. Witherspoon (Marysville), 3-2 (2 OT)
District – third, def. Quean Smith (Highland Park), injury default
Regional – third, def. Travis Beverly (Riverview), 11-3
First-round opponent – Stosh Wasik (Marquette), senior, 45-9

Justin Walters, junior, 285
Record – 46-6
County – seventh, def. Todd Lombardo (Lincoln), pin time 5:17
League (MAC Blue) – first, def. Mike Verbeke (Marysville), pin time 4:46
District – first, def. Travis Ramsey (Highland Park), pin time 2:21
Regional – third, def. Jon Mandelka (Dearborn Heights Crestwood), pin time 1:22
First-round opponent – Jeff Hendricks (Greenville), senior, 37-10

Lakeview (3)
Nick Mariano, junior, 119

Record – 45-10
County – fifth, def. Robert Corpt (Romeo), 5-0
League (MAC White) – second, lost to Robbie Bidlingmaier (Anchor Bay), 9-2
District – first, def. Matt Lueder (Berkley), pin time 3:37
Regional – fourth, lost to Keith Cartrette (Trenton), 13-2
First-round opponent – Bret Marsh (Dexter), senior, 54-0

Steve Light, senior, 125
Record – 51-1
County – first, def. Mike Marlin (Harper Woods), 11-2
League (MAC White) – did not compete
District – first, def. Adam Dueweke (Marysville), 10-3
Regional – first, def. Chris Cavins (Carleton Airport), 8-3
First-round opponent – Ryan Ellison (Mount Morris), freshman, 31-22

Steve Conway, senior, 171
Record – 49-8
County – second, lost to Nick Licari (Anchor Bay), 7-5
League (MAC White) – second, lost to Nick Licari (Anchor Bay), 4-0
District – second, lost to Sean Mather (Auburn Hills Avondale), 9-4
Regional – third, def. Sean Mather (Auburn Hills Avondale), 2-1
First-round opponent – Nate Gibson (Greenville), senior, 36-6

Warren Woods-Tower (3)
Kyle Lowry, senior, 130

Record – 45-10
County – second, lost to Brett Burg (Richmond), 4-3
League (MAC White) – second, lost to Steve Sattler (Anchor Bay), 5-1
District – third, def. Asher Parr-Besemer (Berkley), 19-1
Regional – fourth, lost to Jimmy Mann (New Boston Huron), 4-2
First-round opponent – Alec Wilcox (Hastings), senior, 32-14

Kenny Lowry, senior, 135
Record – 43-8
County – fourth, lost to Joey Yost (Anchor Bay), 9-2
League (MAC White) – first, def. Alan Poole (Anchor Bay), 9-5
District – first, def. Dean Rushlow (Auburn Hills Avondale), 6-1
Regional – third, def. Sean Bagby (Tecumseh), 3-0
First-round opponent – Dakota Cooley (Chelsea), sophomore, 47-4

Brennan Brumley, senior, 140
Record – 53-0
County – first, def. Spencer Simmons (Romeo), pin time 5:18
League (MAC White) – first, def. Joey Yost (Anchor Bay), 20-7
District – first, def. Dezmond Jones (Highland Park), pin time 1:10
Regional – first, def. Dezmond Jones (Highland Park), 8-3
First-round opponent – Wes Hoover (Petoskey), senior, 41-11

DIVISION 3
Local participants – 5

Armada (1)
Evan Cusumano, senior, 112

Record – 50-4
County – second, lost to Don Gorman (Lamphere), pin time 3:17
League (BWAC) – first, def. Alex Christie (Algonac), pin time 1:44
District – first, def. Cam Sebring (Richmond), 4-2
Regional – third, def. Travis Fish (Ida), 8-4
First-round opponent – Chad Deno (Gladstone), junior, 40-2

Richmond (4)
Brian Henke, freshman, 130

Record – 35-11
County – third, def. Josh Roberts (Roseville), too many matches
League (BWAC) – did not compete
District – third, def. Michael Guerrero (Imlay City), pin time 1:52
Regional – third, def. Michael Guerrero (Imlay City), 12-1
First-round opponent – Jared Pellenz (Cheboygan), senior, 42-8

Brett Burg, junior, 135
Record – 49-8
County – first, def. Kyle Lowry (Warren Woods-Tower), 4-3
League (BWAC) – first, def. Zach Burns (Imlay City), 19-4
District – second, lost to Mark Weber (Goodrich), 11-3
Regional – third, def. Brad Wade (Dundee), 8-3
First-round opponent – Glen Sible (Williamston), senior, 47-7

Roger Crump, sophomore, 160
Record – 36-11
County – did not compete
League (BWAC) – first, def. Zach Fabian (Croswell-Lexington), 7-5 (OT)
District – first, def. Zach Fabian (Croswell-Lexington), 5-3
Regional – second, lost to Chris Eggert (Dundee), 16-0
First-round opponent – Jordan Parsons (Berrien Springs), senior, 42-9

Mike Lasinski, junior, 189
Record – 36-3
County – first, def. Mike Petrone (Roseville), pin time 3:25
League (BWAC) – first, def. Jacob Jedrzejczak (Yale), pin time 1:04
District – first, def. Kyler Elsworth (Goodrich), 14-4
Regional – second, lost to Kyler Elsworth (Goodrich), 3-1
First-round opponent – Brad Boone (Montrose), senior, 38-6

DIVISION 4
Local participants – 3

New Haven (3)
Eric Matthews, junior, 135

Record – 32-7
County – second, lost to Robert Nash (Roseville), 14-3
League (MAC Gold) – first, def. Frank Herbert (Madison), 6-5 (OT)
District – second, lost to Nate Hall (Blissfield), 8-0
Regional – second, lost to Nate Hall (Blissfield), 5-2
First-round opponent – Zach VanZile (Schoolcraft), sophomore, 31-14

Ryan Matthews, junior, 140
Record – 36-12
County – did not place
League (MAC Gold) – first, def. Mike Bittle (Port Huron Northern), 4-2
District – second, lost to Jesse Sexton (Clinton), 6-2
Regional – third, def. Chris Steveson (Jonesville), 3-1
First-round opponent – Curtis Huntoon (Ithaca), senior, 47-2

Carnell Porter-Giles, senior, 285
Record – 29-12
County – sixth, lost to Shane McCleary (Richmond), too many matches
League (MAC Gold) – first, def. Billy Fowler (Port Huron Northern), 10-4
District – third, def. Mason Kaiser (Bishop Foley), 4-3
Regional – third, def. Joe Beaubien (Hudson), 7-2
First-round opponent – Nick Wollum (Iron Mountain), senior, 43-9

–– List compiled by Chuck Pleiness
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zeau in a quarterfinal. Brazeau
has one loss. If Brumley, who’s
the lone undefeated wrestler at
the weight, gets through his first
three matches, he should run into
Mason’s Garrett Rozeboom. Roze-
boom has one loss this year and
won the 130-pound title a year
ago.

Four-time

state placer?
Lakeview’s Steve Light is look-

ing to join a select group of Ma-
comb County wrestlers by plac-
ing at the state meet for a fourth
straight year. Light, who faces
Mount Morris’ Ryan Ellison in
his opening match in Division 2
at 125, placed third last year. As a
sophomore he came in eighth a
year after placing fourth as a
freshman.

Other wrestlers looking to im-
prove on their placing from a
year ago are Anchor Bay’s Rob-
bie Bidlingmaier (fifth at 112),
L’Anse Creuse’s Cameron Ama-
teis (seventh at 119), Romeo’s
Nick Bara (eighth at 125), Rosev-
ille’s Robert Nash (eighth at 135)
and Lakeview’s Steve Conway
(eighth at 160).

New Haven’s Ryan Matthews
is also looking to become a two-
time state placer. In 2006, as a
freshman, Matthews placed
eighth at 103.

State champs
Since 1990, the county has

crowned at least one state champ.
Last year, Chippewa Valley’s Joe
Fisher was the lone wrestler to
walk away from The Palace of
Auburn Hills with an individual
title.

The most county champs
crowned during one year has
been five and that’s happened
twice — 2006 (Chad Vallone, Ei-
senhower, 125; Kevin Julien,
Fraser, 135; Anthony Biondo,
Chippewa Valley, 145; Will Rewit-
zer, Lincoln, 171; Chad Bleske,
Romeo, 215 and 1997 (John Burke,
Anchor Bay, 125; Brian Norton,
Romeo, 130; Kyle Williamson, Ro-
seville, 189; Jon West, Lincoln,
171; Brian Schwartz, Richmond,
215.

— Send comments to chuck.plei-
ness@macombdaily.com.

letic ability at that weight to get
by.

“We don’t talk about a possible
meeting with Martin,” Drath
said. “We try not to focus on that.
When you start focusing on
others you lose what your
strengths are. We’re just focusing
on what he needs to do to win.
There are no slouches at this
level.”

Martin’s only chink in his
armor came in a regional final
against Hartland’s D.J. Charnes-
ki. One week after beating Char-
neski in a district final, 6-3, Mar-
tin got pinned with nine seconds
left in the match. At the time,
Martin was in complete control of
the match.

That loss put Martin on the
same side of the 285-pound brack-
et with Correll and thus they
would meet in a semifinal instead
of the championship match.

Correll and Martin are the only
two wrestlers at 285 with just one
loss.

Correll, who beat Romeo’s An-
drew Stebbins in both a district
and regional final, faces Hol-
land’s Zach Payton (39-10) in the
first round, while Martin takes
on Temperance Bedford’s Mason
Cole (41-17) during his opening
match.

“I always seem to be feeling
good at this time of the year, but
you get to this level and you’re
wrestling the best in the state,”
Correll said. “And sometimes
things don’t go your way.

“All I know is that three days of
the weekend you have to be wres-
tling your best,” Correll added.
“And I’m looking forward to
bringing it to anybody.”

Will this be his year?
Each of the last two years,

Warren Woods-Tower’s Brennan
Brumley has lost in the cham-
pionship match and both times to
Plainwell’s Jeffrey Steele and
both times in extra time. Last
year he dropped a 4-2 decision in
overtime and then lost on criteria
in 2006 after both wrestlers failed
to score a point.

This year, Brumley’s path to a
Division 2 state title at 140 isn’t an
easy one. If he gets by Petoskey’s
Wes Hoover in the first round, he
could face Mattawan’s Nick Bra-

� Correll has a
message for 285-
pound defending
state champ.
By Chuck Pleiness
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

SHELBY TOWNSHIP — Ei-
senhower’s Brett Correll has a
message for Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral’s Mike Martin, the Division 1
285-pound defending state
champ, “I want to take back my
sport.”

And that’s what has all eyes fo-
cused on a possible semifinal
match Friday night at The Palace

of Auburn
Hills, where
the two could
meet to decide
who will wres-
tle Saturday for
the 285-pound
state title.

“I want to tell
that football
player to get

out of here and go back and put on
his shoulder pads and say hut,
hut, hike, whatever,” Correll
said. “For him to come into my
sport and take that, it’s just an-
noying because these guys (in the
sport) have worked at it forever.
And here he comes in his first
time and just because he’s a big
athlete.”

Correll has been wrestling for
over 10 years, coming up through
the ranks of the Eagle Wrestling
Club and All Sport Wrestling
Club, where former teammate
and two-time state champ Chad
Vallone came out of.

This is Martin’s second year of
wrestling.

“I respect him as an athlete and
he might be a good person, but as
for a wrestler I don’t like him in
my sport,” Correll said. “What I
saw at the state meet (last year)
was strength and (athletic abil-
ity), I didn’t see any wrestling
ability, or anything worth
while.”

Which is kind of a funny thing,
since it’s athletic ability that has
helped Correll get through the
season with just one loss.

“He still wrestles like a 215-
pounder,” Eisenhower coach
Dave Drath said. “He’s very ath-
letic. Guys at 285  are not used to
that. Heavyweights are used to
pushing and pulling.”

Correll has placed third at 215
pounds at the state meet each of
the last two years.

“(Bumping up to 285) has kind
of been like I thought it would
be,” Correll said. “I’ve kept my
speed up and they’re not able to
handle it.

“You get around the big hips
and the big shoulders and you’re
good,” said Correll, whose only
loss this year was to Oak Park’s
Marcel Dubose. “They don’t
move that fast around to keep up
with you.”

Martin, who also has just one
loss on the year, also uses his ath-

‘I want to take
back my sport’

Macomb Daily file photo

Eisenhower senior Brett Correll, shown here wrestling Romeo’s
Andrew Stebbins earlier this season, has lost just once this year.

CORRELL

with junior forward Kyler Kolb
sending a wrister into the glove of
GPN goalie Eric Rohrkemper.

Trailing 3-0 in the second peri-
od, Dakota junior forward Steve
Seaman raced up ice on a break-
away, but was denied by Rohr-
kemper, who made another glove
save.

In all, Rohrkemper made 12
saves to pick up the shutout. He’s
allowed just two goals in the
Norsemen’s four playoff games.

Dakota, which won the MAC
Red championship this season,
finished the season 20-5-3.

“This is the furthest we’ve ever
gone,” Koons said. “We haven’t
played in many games like this. I
thought we were tight the whole
game. We didn’t have that jump
we had early on.

“When you play better teams
sometimes you have it and some-
times you don’t. Today we didn’t.”

Despite the loss, Koons was up-
beat about the season the Cougars
had.

“This was awesome,” he said.
“There are 12 seniors in that
locker room and about half of
them built the program over the
last four years.”

“I thought he played fantastic,”

Lock said. “In the first period he

made some unbelievable saves to

keep them in the game, stuff that I

would say ‘this is a goal,’ and then

he would pull it out of somewhere.

He made some fantastic saves.”
“If it wasn’t for him it would

have been over early and we

wouldn’t have even played the

third period,” Koons said of his

senior goalie.
Dakota did have its chances in

the first two periods. The Cougars

pressured during a power play

midway through the first period,

how this game is going to be
played.’

That was pretty much the order
of business all game long.

North, which outshot Dakota
42-12 for the game, made it 3-0
early in the second period on a
goal by Gibson. The forward fol-
lowed up a miss by teammate Mi-
chael Colosimo, beating a sprawl-
ing Savage to give his team a
three-goal cushion.

The Norsemen added a pair of
goals in the third period. Junior
John Neveux and Gibson scored
40 seconds apart to put the game
away.

“I think in the third period I
think we were a little deeper. They
might have run out of gas,” said
Lock, whose team improves to 16-
10-2 and will now face Marquette
in the Division 1 semifinals Fri-
day at Compuware Arena in Ply-
mouth.

Marquette blasted North 8-2 in
last year’s semifinal round.

Wednesday night’s game might
have been uglier had it not been
for Savage, who allowed four goals
while stopping 32 shots.

COUGARS: Norsemen cruise to 5-0 win
Continued from Page 1B

“When you play
better teams
sometimes you
have it and some-
times you don’t.
Today we didn’t.”

— Dakota coach
Dave Koons




