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Mav-elous
Dirk Nowitzki scorches

Suns for 39 points in

Dallas win.
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Ex-Rocket
returns to
lead team

Another in a series of previews
of Macomb County boys basket-
ball teams. Here, the Macomb
Area Conference Gold Division.

By John K. Schroder
Special to the Macomb Daily

Lincoln
Coach: Jeff McGavin
2007-08 record: 9-3 MAC

Gold, 15-6 overall
Outlook:  The Abes return six

players from last year’s Gold
runners-up squad that boasted
the best defense in Macomb
County, surrendering just 44
points per game and second-year
coach McGavin hopes to over-

come the
loss of four
seniors, in-
cluding two
who were
all-county
selections,

to challenge again for the confer-
ence crown.

With defending champion
Madison promoted to the Blue
Division, Lincoln remains as
one of five county teams looking
to be in the title chase to wear the
crown this winter.

Senior Anthony Williams (12
points, 5 rebounds) tops the re-
turning cast that includes Aaron
Gartin, Matt Pippin, Anthony
Grabill, Charles Spann and
Deandre Tucker.

“We should do well. We did
lose four seniors including two
all-county players, but we have
some experience coming back so
we will be looking to replace
points and rebounds. I believe
we do have the talent to do that,
but of course, we’ll find out on
the court,” McGavin said.

“We’ll need to make more good
decisions than bad. The talent is
there. Hopefully our decisions
will improve as the year goes
on,” added McGavin. “Another
concern is rebounding. We
didn’t do a good job last year box-
ing out. That needs to be reme-
died as soon as possible for this
team to be successful.”

Last year the Abes were elimi-
nated from the state tournament
in a Class B district opener by
Fitzgerald, 68-67.

Mount Clemens
Coach: Kurt Wilson
2007-08 record: 7-5 MAC

Gold, 14-9 overall
Outlook:  Coach Wilson starts

his third year with hopes of im-
proving and joining the chase for
the Gold crown. With back-to-
back double digit overall win-
ning seasons, the battling Bath-
ers look to improve their third
place finish in the conference
and reach the next level after
back-to-back appearances in a
Class B district championship
game.

“That’s been our Achilles’
heel. We’ve gone to the district
championship, but we’ve lost
two in a row. We want to change
that,” Wilson said.

New Haven fell
to 5-17 last year;
three starters back
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See GOLD, Page 2B

‘We can’t control any of that,’ Marinelli says start Ellis
Wyms and
Fred Evans
at defensive
tackle. The
Williamses
are Pro
Bowlers
who have 9
1/2 combined sacks (Kevin had

hearing also is scheduled for
today.

“We can’t control any of that,”
Lions coach Rod Marinelli said.
“All I know is we got to go prac-
tice good and whoever shows up
for their team, we have to play
them. And we know they’re
great players.”

If the Williamses cannot play,
Minnesota, 7-5 and in first place
in the NFC North, likely will

According to the Minneapolis
Star Tribune, the Williamses —
they are not related — face a
10:30 a.m. hearing today that
will determine their availability
for Sunday.

Additionally, the NFL Players
Association filed a separate law-
suit Thursday on behalf of the
Williamses and three other  sus-
pended players seeking to over-
turn their punishment. That

The players were suspended
four games each earlier this
week for testing positive for a
banned diuretic. A Minneapolis
judge granted a temporary re-
straining order Wednesday al-
lowing them to play this week-
end at Ford Field, but the NFL is
seeking to have that ruling over-
turned in federal court.

By David Birkett
Journal Register News Service

ALLEN PARK — While the
suspensions of Vikings defen-
sive tackles Pat and Kevin Willi-
ams continue to work their way
through the court system, the
Lions are preparing as if both
will be on the field Sunday.

Lions expecting to see Williamses in lineup
Up Next

Minnesota

at Detroit

Time: 1 p.m.

Sunday

TV: None

See LIONS, Page 4B

AP photo

Detroit Red Wing Jiri Hudler (26) scores his second goal of the
first period against Vancouver Canucks goalie Curtis Sanford in
Joe Louis Arena at Detroit.

Third game in a row Detroit has given up a goal on first shot

between the ‘D’. He made a great
play to tip it and run with it.”

Lilja’s two-line pass found
Hudler, who tipped it ahead, giv-

and quickly turned it into success.
“I was yelling at the ref and all

of a sudden the puck was there
and I say, ‘OK, I’ve got a play’,”
said Lilja. “I took the puck and
turned around and I saw Hudler

goals in the final 11:40 of the
game.

The Wings were wounded.
But they found success.

“Tomorrow when I get up in
the morning and I look in the
paper, it’s going to be beautiful,”
said Detroit coach Mike
Babcock.

Halfway through the first
period with the score tied, 1-1,
Lilja took a high stick that even-
tually required stitches to close
a gash in his lip. Lilja, a rare
NHLer who has never worn a
mouth guard, also lost part of a
tooth for the first time in his life.

But as Lilja shouted for a penalty
to be called, he found a loose puck

in a goal on
the first
shot he
faced — the
third con-
secutive
game that
the Red
Wings have
done that. It
was the fifth
straight
game that Detroit had given up
the first goal. The Wings had a
hard time finding the net with
their shots, missing the mark 26
times. And a three-goal third-
period lead quickly evaporated
when Vancouver scored two

By Bruce MacLeod
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

DETROIT — Andreas Lilja
was cut, bleeding and broken (at
least one tooth was). But what
happened next was about as
good of an analogy for one
team’s performance in a game
as you could find.

The puck came to Lilja as he
argued with the referee. His
quick pass led to a Jiri Hudler
goal, part of the Detroit Red
Wings’ 6-5 victory over the Van-
couver Canucks, Thursday
night, at Joe Louis Arena.

The Red Wings took some
blows. Goalie Chris Osgood let

Red Wings find teeth
to hold off Canucks

tion. I think the kids came out
last year knowing we weren’t
going to win the division. There
were games when we only dress-
ed nine kids, and that was
tough,” said Rall. “It was hard
keeping their spirits up at
times.”

There is nothing like an early-
season win to get those spirits
bubbling like an over-enthusias-
tic bottle of Mountain Dew soda
pop.

“It was a team effort,” said sen-
ior forward Bobby LeBlanc, who
is one of the Warren-Mott cap-
tains. “Everybody is very excit-
ed. This is one for the books. We
played a good game. Last year we
really did not have that team
concept, but this year the team
has really come together.”

It was the standout play of
sophomore goalie Tyler Ross
that made that excitement possi-
ble. He somehow kept a swarm-
ing Berkley squad stymied
through much of the game.

“They probably outshot us 30-3
in the first two periods,” said
Rall. “Tyler played a great
game.”

By Jim Evans
Journal Register News Service

HAZEL PARK — One is the
loneliest number?

How many years ago did the
rock group “Three Dog Night”

wail that
particular
lament?
While the
hockey
players
from

Warren-Mott might have to ask
their parents about that anti-
quated reference, most of them
get the point.

Last year the Marauders
played their first season apart
from the Warren-Sterling United
team and it was not easy.
Warren-Mott won just one varsi-
ty game.

Chances are very good that
coach Pat Rall and his players
will not be anywhere near as
lonely this year. The Marauders
played a strong game and defeat-
ed Berkley 2-1 in a non-league
contest at the Viking Ice Arena
Thursday night.

“Everybody is back this year
except the kids we lost to gradua-

Marauders
goalie stops
the Bears
Warren-Mott skates to non-league win

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Warren-Mott’s Bobby LeBlanc is congratulated by his teammates after scoring a first-period goal
against Berkley. The Marauders went on to beat the Bears 2-1 in a non-league match.
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See HOCKEY, Page 2B

See WINGS, Page 3B

Up Next

Chicago at Detroit

Time: 7 p.m.

Saturday

TV: FSN, WGN
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Lincoln and Mount Clemens,”
LeFevre stated.

Junior twin towers and cap-
tains C.J. Olaniyan (6-foot-6) and
Joey Asbury (6-8) begin their
third season on the varsity and
provide a strong foundation for
higher expectations at Warren-
Mott. Olaniyan contributed 14
points and 12 rebounds per game
last year and Asbury added 9
points and 6 rebounds.

This dynamic duo’s collective
credentials are impressive. Ac-
cording to LeFevre, Olaniyan is
ranked as the third best post
player in the state in the class of
2010 by MLive.com and he is
being recruited heavily by
dozens of Division 1 colleges. As-
bury is ranked as the 18th best
post player in the class of 2010 by
MLive.

In addition to possibly the best
two post players in the county,
Warren-Mott also returns 6-4
senior Darryl Reynolds, who
averaged six points and four re-
bounds last year, and Kevin
Howze, who sank five points a
night. Expected to see lots of ac-
tion is freshman point guard Vic-
tor Sharpe, who, according to Le-
Fevre, is ranked as the 21st best
freshman in the state regardless
of position.

Several guards from the JV
team that went 15-5 last season
will see a great deal of playing
time. Torico Searcy (5-7), Jerome
Cobb (5-10), and Brad Stewart (6-
0) will be joined by 6-5 sopho-
more Tim Jones who is expected
to provide backup support at the
forward and center positions.

Last year the Marauders were
eliminated from the state tour-
nament in a Class A district
opener by Warren Woods-
Tower, 53-41.

and get our four sophomores to
learn the system. They will all be
playing significant minutes.”

Those four sophomores are
Gavin O’Gara, Albert Nuculli,
Peris Washington and Julius
Wade. The 5-11 O’Gara has a
sister Tara Lynn on the Stallions
girls squad, and coach Griffin
said his point guard “is going to
be thrown to the wolves and he is
going to have to learn quick.”

Nuculli is a 6-1 power forward
and a good, versatile player;
Washington is a 5-9 quick guard
with very good defensive skills;
and Wade is a 6-2 transfer stu-
dent-athlete from Texas, but he’ll
have to wait until January be-
fore he is eligible and able to hit
stride as a forward.

“We are going to have to play
quicker than we have in the
past,” said Griffin. “It’s our first
year in the Gold and we know it’s
tough to win on the road. We’re
going to learn as we go and hope-
fully we can be a factor by the
end of the year.”

Last year the Stallions were
eliminated from the state tour-
nament in a Class A district
opener by Utica, 70-56.

Warren-Mott
Coach: Derek LeFevre
2007-08 record: 4-8 MAC

Gold, 6-15 overall
Outlook:  With good size and

four starters coming back Coach
LeFevre begins his fourth year
at the reins and looks ahead to
another year of moving forward
and improvement as the Ma-
rauders posted six wins overall
last year and a fifth place finish
in the Gold with four wins.

“I expect to compete for the
league title along with Warren

“I’m very excited and it’s an
excellent group of kids. We need
to erase last year’s experience
and learn how to win,” France
said. “Obviously we’re a small
team with no true post player so
we’re going to run a three-guard
offense and run the floor. We’ll
run and we’ll press. We’ll have to
run and play some great defense
and crash the boards in order to
be successful.”

Last year the Rockets were
eliminated from the state tour-
nament in a Class C district sec-
ond-round game by Detroit Com-
munication & Media Arts, 76-37.

Sterling Heights
Coach: Mike Griffin
2007-08 record: 1-11 MAC

Blue, 4-17 overall
Outlook:  Following their first

losing season in four previous
years under coach Mike Griffin,
the Stallions dropped to the Gold
Division after eight years in the
MAC Blue, where they hope to
regroup despite being a young
team with limited starting expo-
sure.

Mason Marocki, a good re-
bounding junior, earned his way
into the starting lineup very late
last season and he is the only re-
turning starter back for the
Heights. Other letter winners re-
turning are junior forward Pat
Finegan, senior guard Lafi Kalil,
and 6-foot-4 junior center Adam
Ring, whom Griffin said “could
be our best player.” All four play-
ers will be captains this year.

“We should be a hard working
team that hustles and plays well
defensively,” said Griffin. “But,
we are very young and do not
have much size this year.  Our
focus is to develop some depth

care of the basketball and we’re
getting our shots, we should be
okay.”

Last year the Bathers were
eliminated from the state tour-
nament in a Class B district
championship by Marysville, 85-
56.

New Haven
Coach: Tedaro France
2007-08 record: 2-10 MAC

Gold, 5-17 overall
Outlook:  First-year coach

France, a former New Haven
player, makes his high school
debut at the helm and takes over
for Russ Collins, who led the
Rockets to two consecutive dis-
trict championships before fall-
ing to a 5-17 overall record last
year. With three starters among
six returning players, the run-
nin’ Rockets hope to jettison the
Gold doormat label with some re-
newed hope and better execution
this year.

A pair of seniors top the re-
turning cast as Shawn Robinson,
a strong defensive guard, and
Bryan Lawton, a forward who
the coach looks to score more
often, are expected to provide
leadership in a potential turn-
around campaign. Sophomore
guard Tyler Smith is the third re-
turning starter and he is expect-
ed to improve upon his eight
points a game average from last
year.

A trio of guards rounds out the
returning contingent with sen-
ior Adam Berger and juniors
Ricky Crayton and 6-foot-1 Des-
mond Clark adding to the excite-
ment. Sophomore Robert Farr
has been elevated from the JV
and France hopes his 6-4 size will
provide some help on the post.

To expedite the change and
jumpstart the new campaign, the
Bathers will rely on two juniors,
who each only played about half
of the season last year. Kyle
Capps, a 6-foot-4 power forward,
hopes to rebound after suffering
an ACL injury in mid-January.
Shortly after Capps was side-
lined, 6-5 center Leonard Perry, a
transfer from East Detroit, be-
came eligible. Wilson looks to
this pair to be the nucleus of the
team’s success.

“Getting those guys back and
playing together will be real
nice. We’ll need some production
from Perry. He plays real nice in-
side and he can jump outside and
hit the three,” Wilson said. “If
Kyle can rebound from his inju-
ry, he’ll be a big help, too.”

Three seniors with some good
experience—guard Zachary Ar-
nold, guard/forward Joshua
Robinson, and guard Cedrick
Powell—add returning depth.

Three sophomore guards are
expected to see playing time and
Wilson is ready to deal with the
growing pains. Davion Jones
and Thomas Hannah, who has a
nice shooting touch, joins Darius
Wilson, who will step in as the
starting point guard, as the un-
derclassmen expected to contrib-
ute.

“I have a lot of confidence in
these sophomores and we’ll have
room for mistakes from these
kids, but we’ll need them to ma-
ture quickly to help us out. As a
team, we’ll have to do a better job
of being mentally prepared
every night,” coach Wilson said.

“I’m looking for us to be much
better and more successful,”
added Wilson. “If we can take

GOLD: Bathers are looking to break district championship spell
Continued from Page 1B

Results
THURSDAY, DEC. 4

Boys Ice Hockey
De La Salle 3, Port Huron Northern 2
Warren-Mott 2, Berkley 1

Girls Basketball
South Lake 47, Center Line 36

Wrestling
Birch Run 66, Armada 15
Carrollton 42, Armada 36
Chippewa Valley 48, Troy Athens 19
Chippewa Valley 57, Milford 15
Lake Shore 41, Lutheran North 39
Lake Shore 66, Bishop Foley 12
L’Anse Creuse 51, Utica 22
L’Anse Creuse 50, Warren-Mott 22
Lutheran North 58, Bishop Foley 24

Schedule
FRIDAY, DEC. 5
Boys Ice Hockey

Warren-Sterling United at L’Anse Creuse North (MC)
St. Clair Shores Unified at Utica (SIM)
Fraser at Lamphere (VIA)
De La Salle at Port Huron Northern (MA)

Girls Basketball
L’Anse Creuse North at Anchor Bay
Clawson at Lincoln
Romeo at Stevenson
Stevenson at Romeo
Roseville at Cousino
Dakota at Fraser
Lamphere at East Detroit
Taylor Truman at Ford
Warren-Mott at Madison
Fenton at Utica
Marine City at Mount Clemens
Port Huron Northern at Chippewa Valley
St. Clair at Eisenhower
New Haven at Sterling Heights
Bishop Foley at Lutheran North
Parkway Christian at Macomb Christian
Owendale-Gagetown at Memphis

Girls Ice Hockey
Regina at Mackinaw City Tournament

Wrestling
NON-LEAGUE

Lake Shore 66, Bishop Foley 12
103: Kevin Stigleman, LS, pinned Brian Durbrow, 2:24.

112: Xavier Manalo, LS, pinned Alex Binno, 3:58. 119:
Chris Binno, BF, pinned Dan Krueger, :38. 125: Josh Carr,
LS, pinned Matt Kazyak, 1:20. 130: Dan Carr, LS, pinned
Mike Dimaria, :33. 135: Nick Bruneel, LS, won by void. 140:
Both teams void. 145: Josh Potrykus, LS, won by void. 152:
Brent Trevathan, LS, won by void. 160: Adam Lovins, LS,
won by void. 171: Andy Lovins, LS, pinned Andrew Trumbo,
1:45. 189: Zac Sienel, LS, pinned Logan Nabozny, 5:31.
215: Dustin Rundgren, LS, pinned Colton Gillies, 1:48. 285:
Mason Kaiser, BF, pinned David Lane, :14.

Lake Shore 41, Lutheran North 39
103: Kyle Hudson, LN pinned Stigleman, :38. 112 Ma-

nalo, LS, pinned Mitch Davis, 1:09. 119: Dan Krueger, LS,
pinned Angelo Grammatico, 1:05. 125: J. Carr, LS, techni-
cal fall, Bryan Sanborn, 18-3. 130: Adam Siekmann, LN,
pinned D.J. Carr, 1:15. 135: John Sanders, LN, pinned Bru-
neel, 1:44. 140: Steve Parent, LN, won by void. 145: Po-
trykus, LS, pinned Beau Barton, 1:09. 152: Ryan Schwark,
LN, pinned Trevathan, 3:45. 160: Scott Wiegand, LN, dec.
A. Lovins, 7-4. 171: A. Lovins,  LS, pinned Robby DeVroy,
:52. 189: Sienel, LS, pinned Jake Hoard, 1:29. 215: Rund-
gren, LS, pinned Brandon Scharich, 1:30. 285: Clinton
Thom, LN, pinned Lane, :26.

Lutheran North 58, Bishop Foley 24
103: Hudson, LN, pinned Brian Durbrow, 3:19. 112:

Alex Binno, BF, pinned Davis, 2:26. 119: Chris Binno, BF,
pinned Angelo Grammatico, 1:59. 125: Bryan Sanborn, LN,
won by void. 130: Adam Siekmann, LN, won by void. 135:
Steve Parent, LN, won by void. 140: John Sanders, LN, won
by void. 145: Beau Barton, LN, won by void. 152: Ryan
Schwark, LN, won by void. 160: Scott Wiegand, LN, won by
void. 171: Robby DeVroy, LN, major dec. Andrew Trumbo,
10-2. 189: Jake Hoard, LN, pinned Logan Nabozny, 2:54.
215: Colton Gillies, BF, pinned Brandon Scharich, :36. 285:
Mason Kaiser, BF, pinned Clinton Thom, 1:53.

Chippewa Valley 48, Troy Athens 19
103 pounds: Brian Turner, TA, won by void. 112: Alek

Zanchetta, CV, pinned Brad Vincent 5:56. 119: Jeremy Sto-
lan, TA, dec. Ben Villella 6-5. 125: Nathan Villella, CV, pinned
Patrick Bird 2:36. 130: Zach Zanchetta, CV, pinned Javin
Matti :43. 135: Jesse Cuccro, CV, dec. Justin Grabke 9-7.
140: John Keyes, TA, maj. dec. Mike Cuccro 12-4. 145:
John Forest, CV, dec. Chris Keyes, 10-3. 152: Josh Niewoit,
CV, pinned Vam Sikrishna 1:59. 160: Pat O’Keefe, CV, dec.
Cody Pietz 10-6. 171: Mike Pawlitz, CV, dec. Harris Matti 11-
4. 189: Jake Aubry, TA, pinned Holland Locklear 3:59. 215:
Jared Modrak, CV, pinned Shawn Norman 2:55. 285: John
Godlewski, CV, pinned John Zimmer 2:23.

Chippewa Valley 57, Milford 15
103 pounds: Jeff Martini, M, won by void. 112:

James Schroader, M, pinned Alek Zanchetta 2:16. 119:
Ben Villella, CV, dec. Devin Boria 9-3. 125: Nathan Villel-
la, CV, pinned Clayton Puranen 3:15. 130: Zach Zan-
chetta, CV, pinned Jake Hosking 3:21. 135: Jesse Cuc-
cro, CV, pinned Dan Hourigan 1:03. 140: Mike Cuccro,
CV, pinned Nick Burt 2:39. 145: John Forest, CV, dec.
Dylan Diatiker 5-1. 152: Josh Niewoit, CV, pinned Pat
Comini 1:54. 160: Pat O’Keefe, CV, dec. Kyle Jansheki
12-7. 171: Mike Pawlitz, CV, pinned Kevin Tierney,
1:22. 189: Matt Hasher, CV, pinned Wayne Curran
3:52. 215: Jared Modrak, CV, pinned Greg Stanek
1:54. 285: Rocky Mikulec, M, dec. John Godlewski 7-0.
(Match at 135 pounds. Chippewa Valley is 2-0 overall.)

Carrollton 42, Armada 36
103 pounds: Bryce Basse, C, pinned Jon Mueller

2:45. 112: Deon Harris, C, pinned Stephen Ireland
1:41. 119: Matt Harms, A, pinned Mitchell McGee
5:00. 125: Calvin Boyd, C, won by void. 130: Andrew
Baumgartner, C, pinned Justin Wade 1:56. 135: P.J.
Moceri, A, dec. Joe Beni 9-2. 140: Tony Roncelli, A,
pinned Benjamin Samson 2:57. 145: Cody Paganyo, A,
dec. Aaron Gray 15-10. 152: Cody Gnatkowski, C,
pinned Dustin Buse :35. 160: Dave Sheridan, A, pinned
Shay O’Neil. 171: Justin Bruyneel, A, won by void. 189:
Arlyo Lopez, C, pinned Jacob Davis 1:03. 215: Seral
Bracy, C, won by void. 285: Tony Brown, A, won by void.

Birch Run 66, Armada 15
103 pounds: Stephen Ireland, A, dec. Josh Hobson 7-4.

112: Bobby Merrihnea, BR, pinned Matt Harms 3:26. 119:
Sean Font, BR, won by void. 125: Evan McCann, BR, won by
void. 130: Brandon Massey, BR, pinned Justin Wade 3:17.
135: Nick Mahlmeister, BR, pinned P.J. Moceri 4:52. 140:
Cody Paganyo, A, pinned Craig Bolf 2:58. 145: Caled Slavik,
BR, pinned Tony Roncelli 1:32. 152: Paul Ridga, BR, pinned
Dustin Buse :56. 160: Dave Sheridan, A, pinned Billy Gielda
1:44. 171: Josh Crawford, BR, pinned Justin Bruyneel :37.
189: James Hartley, BR, pinned Jacob Davis :21. 215:
Aaron Brown, BR, won by void. 285: Trevor Tinneck, BR,
pinned Tony Brown 3:38.

MAC CROSSOVERS
L’Anse Creuse 51, Utica 22

103 pounds:  Greg Hart, LC, won by void. 112: Chris Bo-
hacek, LC, pinned Nick Braet, 1:03. 119: Steve Souaid, U,
dec. Tyler Weldron, 10-8. 125: Trevor Buschell, LC, pinned
Nick Ellis, 1:24. 130: Cameron Amateis, LC, pinned Matt
Fulks, :54. 135: Peter Souaid, U, dec. Nick Brack, 12-9.
140: Thomas Parison, U, pinned Eric Winnega, 1:59. 145:
Chris Shuten, U, pinned Doug Brady, 2:47. 152: Kyle Ellis,
U, dec. Clayton Muller, 16-14. 160: Jason Vogeli, LC, pinned
Matt Birch, 3:17. 171: Josh Batkins, LC, pinned Kyle Baker,
1:03. 189: Mike Yamuni, LC, pinned Steve Thompson,
1:26. 215: Don Dzierbicki, LC, dec. Chris Smith, 11-10.
285: Victor Nitos, LC, pinned Orlando Ariemendi, 1:39.

L’Anse Creuse 50, Warren-Mott 26
103: Hart, LC, pinned Josh Bollemer, :58. 112: Bo-

hacek, LC, pinned Samantha Haggerty, 1:35. 119: Matt
Jundy, WM, pinned Weldron, 2:53. 125: Buschell, LC,
won by void. 130: Amateis, LC, pinned Tom Jenkins,
1:32. 135: Scott Riley, WM, dec. Brack, 8-2. 140: Win-
nega, LC, dec. Ray Masciopinto, 13-12. 145: Brady, LC,
pinned Ryan Lipton, 1:17. 152: Muller, LC, technical
fall, Dan Salyers, 16-1. 160: Vogeli, LC, pinned Roy
Walker, 1:10. 171: Batkins, LC, pinned Grant Cobb,
1:10. 189: Yamuni, LC, technical fall, Aaron Young, 21-
6. 215: Anthony Best, WM, pinned Dzierbicki, 1:41.
285: Steve Petkowski, WM, pinned Nitos, :18.
(Match started at 119. L’Anse Creuse is 2-0.)

Giles leads
South Lake
past CL

The Macomb Daily Sports Staff

South Lake’s basketball team
got going in the second half to
stay undefeated.

Lauryn
Giles scored
16 points to
help South

Lake rally from a six-point half-
time deficit for a 47-36 MAC
crossover victory over visiting
Center Line on Thursday.

Kelcie Jones added 10 points,
and junior center Kaitlin
Winters contributed eight points
and nine rebounds as the Cava-
liers outscored the Panthers 29-7
after halftime to improve to 2-0
overall.

“Our big players really
stepped up in the first and fourth
quarters,” South Lake coach Jay
Ritchie said.

Ritchie said sophomore guard
Ally Charrette, who scored six
points, gave South Lake a boost.

rallied from six-point halftime
deficit

Stephanie Lee made three 3-
pointers and finished with a
game-high 19 points for Center
Line, but South Lake held her
scoreless in the fourth quarter.

South Lake plays at Warren-
Mott on Tuesday.

South Lake 47, Center Line 36
Center Line 13 11 4 3 - 36
South Lake 14 4 16 13 - 47

CENTER LINE (0-2):  Stephanie Lee 19, Stephanie
Stoyka 8, Ashley Marlow 2, McKenzie Gasowski 1, Was-
son 2, Meldrum 4. Totals 14 (3) 5-9 36.

SOUTH LAKE (2-0): Ally Charrette 6, Lauryn Giles 16,
Kaitlin Winters 8, Kelcie Jones 10, Alyssa Karpinski 7.
Totals: 16 (3) 12-21 47.

Hockey
MIHL

DE LA SALLE 3, PORT
HURON NORTHERN 2: Bryan
Pike, John Herbert and Bobby
Penrod scored to lead De La
Salle. Billy Coole added two as-
sists, and Frank Sorise, Brad
Annas, Penrod and Herbert also
had assists. Matt Neal made 25
saves for the Pilots (1-0, 6-0).

Send comments to sports@ma-
combdaily.com

Big second half
powers Cavaliers

“We are only three games into
the season. There is a lot of time
left. It is not that we played badly
tonight. We did a lot of things
right. But hockey is a game of
bounces. You can dominate play,
but the puck does not always go
in the net. That is why when you
get in the other team’s zone, you
have to take care of things,” con-
tinued Moreno.

The Bears take on Lamphere
Saturday.

Segall got the assist.
It was Berkley’s second loss in

as many nights. The Bears fell 5-1
to Troy Athens Wednesday. The
Bears are 0-3.

“We’re having a tough time
right now,” said Ed Moreno, the
Berkley coach. “We’re doing the
right things, but it is just not
going our way yet. It is tough on
the seniors, because they are
putting it all on their shoulders,
but they shouldn’t be.

Holland, who got it past sopho-
more keeper Tyler Mikalonis.

Mikalonis played a strong
game for Berkley.

The Marauders got on the
board less than five minutes into
the game on an unassisted goal
by LeBlanc.

Berkley came back to tie the
score midway through the sec-
ond period when senior forward
Joe Coletti squirted the puck
past Ross. Senior forward Nate

LeBlanc was even more gener-
ous.

“Tyler probably stopped 100
shots,” he said.

LeBlanc had a huge part in the
victory, too.

He assisted on the winning
goal at the 8:33 mark of the third
period when he picked up a loose
puck in the Berkley end and fed a
nice pass to junior forward Cody

HOCKEY: Marauder netminder tough on the Bears
Continued from Page 1B
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New coach takes over at Memphis
Memphis

Coach: Nicholas Kuroski
2007-08 record: 14-6 NCTL

South; 15-7 overall
Outlook:  Nicholas Kuroski

will begin his first season as
head coach of the Yellowjackets.
Last season, under the direction
of Kip Jones, Memphis was 15-7.

 “Now it’s (varsity) my respon-
sibility.  I’m excited and looking
forward to it,” Kuroski, who has
spent the previous two years
coaching junior varsity, said.

Memphis will be young and in-
experienced after losing eight play-
ers last year. But, it does have four
returning letter winners.  The
team will rely heavily on point
guard Josh Abbey and shooting
guard Lee Davenport.

 “They’re (Yellowjackets) not
really big.  That’s the only thing
that really scares me,” Kuroski
said.

 “Even though we’re young we
have a lot of depth.  I actually
have two juniors that may start
depending how they do this next
week in practice.”

Abbey and fellow senior Alex
Franz have already been named
captains and will share leader-
ship responsibilities with power
forward Brian Rucinski.  Ru-
cinski also played quarterback
for the Memphis football team
this season.

 “Josh (Abbey) is a really vocal
leader.  Alex is one of my most
athletic players and he leads by
example,” Kuroski said.

Kuroski suspects that in addi-
tion to his Yellowjackets, five
teams will contend for the top
spot in North Central Thumb
League: North Huron, Kingston,
Peck, Dryden, and Carsonville-
Port Sanilac.

“Any of the six teams can win
on any given night,” Kuroski
said.

Memphis will begin the season
with a road trip to Akron-Fair-
grove on Tuesday and has a
tough opening stretch with a sec-
ond game against Armada the
following day.

promise.  Our kids are very at-
tentive right now and very
coachable,” Barnes said.

Senior forwards Matt Schwab
and Jesse DePaud will also be
back.  They averaged eight
points-per-game apiece last sea-
son.  Queen, Schwab, and De-
Paud will be joined on the court
by fellow seniors Chris Schroudt
and Matt Pozolo.

 Pozolo scored, on average, five
points per game last season and
added four assists.  Five juniors
and sophomore twins, Nick and
Joe Manchik, will complete the
Richmond lineup.

“This is probably one of the
better shooting teams I’ve had
since I’ve been at Richmond.
We’re really limited in terms in
size.  We’re not the quickest
team, but we have very coacha-
ble kids.  We’re pretty sure that
those things make up for any
athletic deficiencies,” Barnes
said.

He added, “We probably have
smarter basketball players than
we do great athletes this year.
Most of them have a real desire
to get better and help the team
get better.”

With only five seniors, youth
is of some concern to Barnes as
well.

“You always rely on a lot of
young players that come up from
your lower-level teams and you
never know how what’s going to
pan out until you start playing,”
Barnes said. “We’re excited to
kind of see it (the season) evolve
and we’re really interested to see
what we get out of our younger
players.”

Barnes expects Armada, Cros-
well-Lexington and Almont to be
among those fighting for first
place in the BWAC this season.

“With any luck hopefully we
can run at the top half (of the
BWAC),” Barnes said.

He added, “Early on, that’s my
goal.  I would expect and I guess
it would be my hope that during
the season we just try to stay
closer to the top half than the bot-
tom.”

ing season.  If the Tigers can gain
some very much needed expe-
rience as a whole we feel that we
can be very competitive this sea-
son,” McDevitt said.

He added, “We are expecting
our kids to be competitive every
single night.”
While McDevitt has a positive
outlook about the upcoming sea-
son, he also expressed concerns
about the team’s youth.

 “We have very few seniors on
the team.  We have a lot of ju-
niors and our juniors are a great
class, but that still brings some
youth and with that comes po-
tential growing pains,” McDevitt
said.

In a league as competitive as
the BWAC, it will be important
for the Tigers to build on their
experience as the season prog-
resses and learn to defend their
home court.  According to McDe-
vitt, both of those things will be
key factors in determining the
amount of success the Tigers
have this season.

 “The BWAC is a very compet-
itive league,” McDevitt said.
“The team that can protect their
home court and then find a way
to get wins on the road will put
themselves in good position to be
called champions.  We hope to do
both this season.”

Richmond
Coach: Jim Barnes
2007-08 record: 9-5 BWAC, 13-

8 overall
Outlook:  Coach Jim Barnes

(62-28) is entering his fifth year at
the helm of the Richmond Blue
Devils basketball team and will
have last season’s leading
scorer, senior Josh Queen, back
on the court playing guard.
Queen averaged 13 points per
game last season as the Blue Dev-
ils captured a share of the Blue
Water Area Conference title.
Queen also averaged four re-
bounds and two assists.

 “We’ve been competitive in
the league every year and I
would expect to be competitive
again.  I think we show a lot of

Another in a series of previews
of Macomb County boys high
school basketball teams. Here, the
Blue Water Area Conference and
the North Central Thumb
League.

By Rebekka Costanzo
Special to The Macomb Daily

Armada
Coach: Joe McDevitt
2007-08 record: 7-7 BWAC; 13-

11 overall
Outlook:  Youth may be a fac-

tor, but after a sixth-place finish
in the Blue Water Area Confer-

ence last
season, the
Armada
Tigers plan
to increase
the tempo

of their game this year even with
only five players returning.

 “I expect us to shoot the ball
well, to get up and down the
floor. We’re going to try and play
a little more fast-tempo than we
have in the past . . . and play to-
gether,” Coach Joe McDevitt
said.

Junior Jake Moegle, the Tig-
ers’ best shooter during the 2007-
08 season, will be among the re-
turning letter winners.  Moegle
started in 23 games last season as
a sophomore.

Seniors Jared Wozniak and
Damon Szafranski, both third-
year members of the varsity
squad, will lend experience to
the team throughout the regular
season. Their experience may
also be evident later on in dis-
trict playoffs since they both
played on Armada’s district
championship team as sopho-
mores.  Wozniak will be starting
for the third straight year.

Also returning are seniors
Chris Haller and Paul Stewart,
who spent last season as reserve
players, but who, according to
McDevitt, are looking to break
into the lineup this year.

 “We feel that we are deeper
than we have been in the past,
and are excited about the upcom-

Boys

Basketball




