
37095 Groesbeck Hwy.

16 Mile & Groesbeck • In the Parkway Plaza
586-783-8800

Poker Supplies
Large Selection

3
7
0
9
3
3
6
 0

1
0
8

Exclusive 
“GOLDFIELD CASINO” 

Custom Set 
From 300 to 
1,000 Chips 

11 Denominations 
11 Colors

Sets Start At 

$3995

TRYOUTS
JANUARY 18th & 25th

12:30-3:30 p.m.
Ages 12U, 14U, 16U, 18U

Sport & Expo Center
Macomb Community College
 14500 E. 12 Mile Road, Warren, MI 48088

For more information
Contact: Terri Szur

szurt@macomb.edu
3716013 0108

SPORTS INSIDER

Sports dept.
� Call (586) 469-4771

after 4 p.m.

� Send e-mail to

sports@macombdaily.com

� Send faxes to (586) 469-

2892

Two for Lang
Former Wing helps

Montreal down the

Rangers.
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Panthers in line to defend title — 2B
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Leak when the Gators stomped
Ohio State for the national cham-
pionship. Tebow won the Heis-
man last season and now will try
to add a second title.

The Rambo-style quarterback
will soon explore his NFL op-
tions, deciding whether to enter
the draft or return for his senior
season. Tebow is not exactly ele-
gant with his left-handed tosses,
and some scouts project he’ll
wind up as a tight end in the pros.

“I’ll hear something about
Tim’s throwing motion or the
NFL is looking for — I some-
times get confused,” Meyer said.

“It’s not my job to figure that
out,” Meyer said. “I think it
would be hard. I don’t know how
you do it.”

Echoed Stoops: “That’s not for
me to do. They’re all good foot-
ball teams; everyone realizes
that. So again, that’s for you guys
to choose.”

There’s plenty of time to think
about it. The BCS’ latest TV deal
with ESPN ensures there won’t
be a playoff until at least 2014.

Meanwhile, there’s a pretty at-
tractive game brewing at Dol-
phin Stadium between 12-1
teams.

Tim Tebow was a freshman
two years ago, backing up Chris

As to whether it should be a
tournament for four, eight or 16
teams, that’s someone else’s de-
partment.

which beat Louisiana Tech,
which beat Mississippi State,
which beat Vanderbilt, which
beat Mississippi, which handed
the No. 1 Gators their only loss.

No wonder college fans from
President-elect Barack Obama
on down want to see a playoff
system.

“I think at some point in time
it might happen,” Florida coach
Urban Meyer said Wednesday. “I
didn’t believe that a few years
ago, but I feel now the discussion
is out of control. I can’t imagine
any guy that enjoys football not
discussing that wherever he’s at.
So I imagine at some point that
might happen now.”

First, there’s a game to play.
The hurry-up Sooners and spee-
dy Florida meet tonight for the
BCS championship, a matchup
that includes a pair of Heisman
Trophy winners, an SEC vs. Big
12 debate and more than its
share of trash talk.

Besides, enough teams already
are claiming the top spot. South-
ern California, Utah and Texas
hope their bowl wins impressed
enough voters in The Associated
Press poll, which will be released
in the wee hours Friday.

Heck, how about New Hamp-
shire? The Wildcats beat Army,

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.
(AP) — Bob Stoops posed next to
the crystal football and played
along with a wave of photogra-
phers.

They asked him to look to the
left, he did. They asked him to
smile, he did. Any shot they
wanted Wednesday inside a
hotel ballroom, he gave them.

Then a shutterbug shouted to
the Oklahoma coach, telling him
to hold up his finger, showing
who’s No. 1. Stoops tilted his
head, stared at the guy and kept
his hands still.

“Too soon,” he said.

No. 1 Oklahoma plays No. 2 Florida tonight

While teams line up for No. 1, playoff debate heats up

Michigan
rallies to beat
Hoosiers
72-66 in OT

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. (AP)
— Indiana had Michigan on the
ropes Wednesday night.

The Hoosiers just couldn’t de-
liver the knockout punch.

Manny Harris, DeShawn Sims
and Laval Lucas-Perry led Mich-
igan back from a 20-point second-
half deficit to force overtime,
then took
advantage
of the weary
Hoosiers to
pull off an
improbable
72-66 victo-
ry.

Lucas-
Perry fin-
ished with
18 points,
Harris, the
Big Ten’s top scorer, added 17
and Sims had 14 for the Wolve-
rines (12-3, 2-1).

Indiana (5-9, 0-2) was led by
Devan Dumes with 17 and Nick
Williams with 14. But it wasn’t
enough to avoid a fifth straight
loss, the Hoosiers’ first three-
game losing streak at Assembly
Hall since December 2004 or
their first 0-2 start in conference
play since 1997-98.

Michigan’s first win in Bloom-
ington since 1995 even reminded
fans of how Indiana blew
another 20-point lead against
Lipscomb on Dec. 28, the Hoo-
siers’ last home game.

But this one didn’t start that way.
Indiana jumped to a 23-8 lead

midway through the first half,
extended the margin to 32-16 and
still led 39-22 at the half. An early
second-half scoring flurry gave

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Earl Harris of Chippewa Valley passes around Dakota’s Deontae Rex during the Cougars’ MAC Red
Division victory.

baskets to cut the margin back to
three points, but Dakota finished
the third quarter with a 7-3 run.
That made it 29-22 going into the
fourth quarter and the Cougars
just kept padding their lead.

“We don’t have an experienced
team and when we got down we
couldn’t remember how to come
back,” said Big Reds coach
Kevin Voss. “We didn’t buckle
up and try to get that one stop.
Everybody was trying to make a
play to get us back. Hopefully, we
learned something.”

Dakota, which made four
three-point baskets in the first
quarter to lead 12-10, got a pair of
triples from sophomore Mark
Morris early in the final quarter
to make it 37-24 with just under
six minutes to play.

“That’s not our offense,”
Snyder said. “You’d like to have
some 3-pointers, but you want to
mix in some other baskets.”

That’s what the Cougars did in
the second half.

“We talked about how we were
standing around in the first half
and that we wanted to spread the
floor a little more,” Snyder said.

By Chuck Klonke
Special to The Macomb Daily

Dakota’s basketball team
made coach Bill Snyder happy to
a point in the first half of its Ma-
comb Area Conference Red Divi-
sion opener with Chippewa Val-
ley.

The second half, however,
brought an even bigger smile to
the face of the Cougars’ coach.

“I think the speech was very
similar in
both locker
rooms at
halftime,”
Snyder said
after Dako-

ta’s 46-29 victory. “We need to
pick up our offense, but thank
goodness we played some good
defense. It’s 16-15. On one hand,
you’re pleased with your defense
and not making a whole lot of
corrections there, but you need
some wholesale changes on of-
fense.”

The offensive adjustments
paid immediate dividends for
the Cougars. They scored the
first six points of the second half
to open a 22-15 lead. Chippewa
Valley answered with a pair of

Cougars’ D
stifles CV
However, ‘we need wholesale changes
on offense,’ Dakota coach Bill Snyder says

Submitted photo

Anchor Bay defenders look to clear out a Notre
Dame Prep player in front of the net.

gate on fire this year, winning five
consecutive games to open the season.
Anchor Bay gave up just six goals dur-
ing that streak and scored 21. The
group features 16 players that are
either juniors or seniors and many of
them are returnees from a year ago.

Though the season could hardly
have started better, the Tars are not
immune to the inevitable up-and-
down of a long season. The proof: since
starting 5-0, the team has dropped
three straight games. Granted, they
were close calls against L’Anse Creuse
North — which leads the White Divi-
sion — and a pair of historically strong
programs in Notre Dame Prep and
Port Huron Northern. Not that McCar-
rel is dismayed by any of this, though.

“We know there are going to be set-

benefits now from
the previous years.”

The Tars managed
strong showings as
members of the MAC
White Division, plac-
ing third in 2004-05
and second the fol-
lowing year. But
2006-07 saw Anchor
Bay move up to the
Red Division. They
finished fifth that
season and followed
it up in sixth-place

last year. While the record may not
have been as strong as McCarrel and
his staff had hoped, they were able to
see that the infrastructure was begin-
ning to solidify.

So, it could not have come as a total
surprise that the Tars came out of the

When Daryel McCarrel became the
coach of the Anchor Bay hockey team,
he brought with him a list of accom-
plishments he hoped to achieve. Chief
among those was to build tradition.
While other schools statewide own a
storied history – forged through count-
less games and battles therein – the
Tars were a team with a cloudy identi-
ty. Knowing that it would take months,
if not years, to build this tradition,
McCarrel took the traits he believed
would best serve the team and attempt-
ed to instill them in the players.

“We’re trying to be the hardest-
working team on the ice,” McCarrel
explained. “We want to win the battles
up and down the ice, in the corners
and with a good fore-check. I think we
tried to do it last year, but we knew it
would take four or five years to get it to
kick in. The players are reaping the

Anchor Bay looks to build tradition

See COSTELLO, Page 2B
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Up Next

Michigan vs. Iowa

Time: 11:30 a.m.

Sunday

TV: BTN

Boys H.S.

Basketball

See DAKOTA, Page 2B

See XXXXX, Page XX

See BCS, Page 4B
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on those guys a little bit.”
Senior Joseph Petz added

eight points and nine rebounds
for the Panthers.

The Titans never backed down,
cutting the deficit to two points on
two occasions.  The first was thanks
to a 3-pointer by junior Daniel Saier
at the 1:25 mark to make it 61-59 and
the second was with seven seconds
to go when junior Alex Spurgeon hit
a triple from the corner to make it 65-
63.  Spurgeon also took a pair of
charges in the final stanza to fuel the
Titans’ rally.

Junior Brandon Scharf hit a
pair of clutch free throws with 22
seconds to go to keep the Panthers
in a two possession lead.  On the
night he went 5 for 6 at the line.
Senior Michael Wynn hit a layup
at the buzzer for the final margin.

Warren Woods-Tower saw its
record drop to 0-5 overall while
Center Line improved to 1-4. Nel-
son is optimistic the first victory
of the year can spur his team on
to better things.

“I think so,” he said. “We want
to repeat and get that league
championship again and this is
the first step in doing that.”

Center Line 67, Warren Woods-Tower 63
WWT 14 2 25 23 - 63
Center Line 9 23 15 20 - 67

WWT: Andre Kawam 7, Alex Spurgeon 3, Daniel
Saier 3, Roland Thomas 2, Jacob Warwinsky 12, John
Patterson 16, Andrew Rumpz 12, Stephen Zannetti  9.
Totals: 25(4)  9-19    63

Center Line:  Eric Sherrod 6, Michael Wynn 2, De-
metrius Hawkins 2, Brandon Scharf 5, Eric Stevens 8,
Donovan Sesi 7, Jonathon Essenmacher 25, Joseph
Petz 8, Matthew Pelish 4. Totals: 21(4) 21-38  67

Center Line scored the next 23
points to take a 32-16 lead into
halftime.  Their first lead came
with 5:24 to go when senior Eric
Stevens (eight points, six re-
bounds) made a drive layup in
transition to the Panthers ahead,
17-16.  Senior Jonathon Essen-
macher led the Panthers with
eight points in the quarter.
Another key to Center Line’s
success in the second quarter
was the free throw line. The Pan-
thers were 11 of 18 from the char-
ity stripe while Warren Woods-
Tower went zero for four.  The
Panthers ended up 21 of 38 at the
line while Titans hit 9 of 19.

Center Line extended the lead to
39-18 early in the third quarter be-
fore Warren Woods-Tower mount-
ed a furious attack, closing the peri-
od on a 23-8 to narrow the Panthers
lead to 47-41.  Senior John Patter-
son led the way scoring 11 of his 16
points in the quarter, including
three 3-point field goals.

The Titans scored the first bas-
ket of the fourth quarter to cut
the gap to four points but Essen-
macher (25 points, seven re-
bounds) hit back-to-back 3-point-
ers to get the lead back to 10.

“That’s his thing,” Nelson
said. “We brought him up as a
freshman and he’s been with us
four years now.  That’s his role.
We’ve got eight seniors on the
team and when you get into a
game like this, you tend to lean

By Joe Abramson
Special to The Macomb Daily

It’s not often you can call a
game with just one lead change a
thriller but Wednesday night’s
MAC Silver basketball game be-
tween Center Line and Warren
Woods-Tower was just that.

Center Line ended up winning
67-63 but not before giving back
almost all of 21-point third-
quarter lead.

“It was a little more exciting
than I wanted it to be,” Panthers’
coach Jim Nelson said. “We just

had prob-
lems with
their pres-
sure in the

third quarter. We did a fine job
with it earlier in the game and
then lost it a little in the third, but
we got back on track.”

Warren Woods-Tower led 14-9
after the first quarter thanks to
eight points from senior Andrew
Rumpz  and 10 rebounds from
sophomore Stephen Zannetti.
For the game, Rumpz had 12
points and seven rebounds while
Zannetti finished with nine
points and 16 boards.

The Titans extended the lead
to 16-9 when sophomore Jacob
Warwinsky scored the first bas-
ket of the second quarter.  It
turned out to be the only points
that Warren Woods-Tower
would get in the period.

‘It was a little more exciting than I wanted it to be,’ coach Nelson says

Center Line hangs on to beat WWT

Swimming
MAC BLUE DIVISION

Stevenson 112, Roseville 73
200 MEDLEY RELAY: Stevenson (Anthony Bollini,

Brandon Kennedy, Damenik Dusevic, Jon Duvall)
1:52.40. 200 FREESTYLE: Bollini, S, 2:02.19. 200 IM:
Dusevic, S, 2:20.15. 50 FREESTYLE: Duvall, S, 25.50.
DIVING: Joey Koralewski, S, 164.45 points. 100 BUT-
TERFLY: Dusevic, S, 57.71. 100 FREESTYLE: Jeff Mani-
aci, R, 55.99. 500 FREESTYLE: Ken Mayer, R, 5:46.73.
200 FREESTYLE RELAY: Stevenson (Evan Hardy, Colby
Orton, Derek Lyon, Duvall) 1:44.17. 100 BACKSTROKE:
Dennis Defauw, 1:02.26. 100 BREASTSTROKE: Kenne-
dy, S, 1:11.19. 400 FREESTYLE RELAY: Stevenson
(Hardy, Nolan McClain, Bollini, Dusevic) 3:51.41.

 (Stevenson is 1-0 in the MAC Blue and 2-0 overall.)

MAC GOLD DIVISION
Lake Shore 96, Marine City 74

200 MEDLEY RELAY: Lake Shore (Nick Michielutti,
Tony Szep, Brett Hagle, Jeremy Crissman) 1:58.48. 200
FREESTYLE: Ryan BLack, LS, 2:09.31. 200 IM: Szep, LS,
2:20.72. 50 FREESTYLE: John Doak, MC, 24.34. DIV-
ING: none. 100 BUTTERFLY: Brian Damm, LC, 1:04.73.
100 FREESTYLE: Doak, MC, 56.74. 500 FREESTYLE:
Black, LS, 6:00.01.  200 FREESTYLE RELAY: Lake Shore
(Damm, Ggle, Michielutti, BLack) 1:43.75. 100 BACK-
STROKE: Damm, LS, 1:05.72. 100 BREASTSTROKE:
Szep, LS, 1:09.68. 400 FREESTYLE RELAY: Lake Shore
(Joe Radzwion, Black, Damm, Szep) 4:01.01.

(Lake Shore is 1-0 in the MAC Gold and 1-1-1 over-
all.)

Wrestling
MAC RED DIVISION

Anchor Bay 38, Roseville 20
103: Doug Zundel, R, pinned Steve Osborne, 1:10.

112: Kirk Wawrzyniak, R, maj. dec. Eric Biolingmaier, 11-
3. 119: Robbie Biolingmaier, AB, maj. dec. Cody Roberts,
13-4. 125: Kevin Gizowski, R, dec. Dylan Galloway, 11-4.
130: Larry Rybarz, AB, won by void. 135: Josh Roberts, R,
dec. Allen Poole, 5-2. 140: Stevie Sattler, AB, dec. Kevin
Nash, 11-2. 145: Matt Willming, AB, dec. Jeremy Awwad,
7-5 OT. 152: Bobby Nash, R, maj. dec. Matt Schodowski,
12-4. 160: Joey Yost, AB, maj. dec. Nick Jennings, 17-9.
171: Matt Craft, AB, inj. def. over Shawn Madison. 189:
Nick Licari, AB, maj. dec. Mike Petrone, 9-0. 215: Eric
Stevenson, AB, dec. Chris Nash, 6-2. 285: Dave VanWer-
beke, AB, pinned Derek Kugel, 4:48.

(Match started at 135 pounds. Anchor Bay had a
one-point unsportsmanlike penalty at 119 pounds.)

Anchor Bay 58, Lamphere 11
103: Steve Osborne, AB, won by void. 112: Shane

Dutton, Lm tech. fall Eric Biolingmaier, 14-2. 119: Don
Gorman, Lm dec. Robbie Biolingmaier, 9-4. 125: Dylan
Galloway, AB, pinned Adam Technow, 1:46. 130: Larry
Rybarz, AB, pinned Kyle Raymond, 1:15. 135: Allen
Poole, AB, pinned Jason Miraus, 3:45. 140: Dan Green,
AB, maj. dec. Kevin Denmark, 13-2. 145: Stevie Sattler,
AB, pinned Peter McAlpine, 3:25. 152: Yoey Yost, AB,
maj. dec. Stephan McAlpine, 15-5. 160: Matt Craft, AB,
pinned Dan Super, 2:25. 171: Nick Licari, AB, tech. fall
Jackson Lewis, 15-0. 189: Nick Gattes, L, dec. Eric Ste-
venson, 3-1. 215: Matt Piper, AB, dec. Ben Kinczowski,
10-4. 285: Dave Vanoverbeke, AB, won by void.

(Match started at 140 pounds. Anchor Bay is 14-2.)

MAC GOLD DIVISION
Center Line 70, Madison 10

103 pounds: Ryan Laskie, CL, pinned Will Logan
2:24. 112: Adam Cross, CL, won by void. 119: Brad
Borts, CL, won by void. 125: Bryan Bailey, CL, won by
void. 130: Mike Tyszkiewicz, CL, won by void. 135: Jer-
emy Jakushevich, M, pinned Jacob O’Guin 2:31. 140:
Jacob Legree, CL, pinned John Margherio 1:01. 145:
Pat Mack, CL, won by void. 152: Dan Nickles, CL, won
by void. 160: Scott Gulette, CL, won by void. 171: Jared
Horetski, CL, pinned Rhett Ladd 3:30. 189: Cullen Red-
mon, CL, maj. dec. Tyler Matiyow 12-4. 215: Corey
Kenny, M, maj. dec. Peter Locricchio 16-2. 285: Jason
Legree, CL, pinned Thomas Smith :13.

(Center Line improves to 2-0 in the MAC Gold. Madi-
son falls to 0-2 in the league. Match started at 145
pounds.)

Center Line 72, Clawson 6
103 pounds: Jason Palmer, C, dec. Laskie 7-5. 112:

Cross, CL, won by void. 119: Borts, CL, won by void. 125:
Mike Francis, C, dec. Bailey 14-9. 130: Tyszkiewicz, CL,
won by void. 135: O’Guin, CL, pinned Dante Elmore 1:41.
140: Jacob Legree, CL, won by void. 145: Mack, CL,
pinned Kevin Cunningham 4:40. 152: Nickles, CL, won by
void. 160: Horetski, CL, won by void. 171: Gulette, CL, won
by void. 189: Redmon, CL, won by void. 215: Locricchio,
CL, won by void. 285:  Jason Legree, CL, won by void.

(Clawson falls to 0-2 in the MAC Gold. Match started
at 152 pounds.)

Lincoln 48, Clawson 13
103 pounds: Palmer, C, won by void. 112: Double

void. 119: Bryan Jones, L, won by void. 125: Francis, C,
maj. dec. Jesse Smith 17-6. 130: Justin Pantoya, L,
won by void. 135: Ken Meadows, L, pinned Elmore
2:28. 140: Rod Grant, C, dec. Lawrence Hollie 9-8. 145:
Double void. 152: Cunningham, C, pinned Asa Jasper
2:58. 160: Michael Flaga, L, won by void. 171: Matt
Shelton, L, won by void. 189: Ashley Hooper, L, won by
void. 215: Mike Hooper, L, won by void. 285: Keith
Lynch, L, pinned Justin Gamble :43.

(Lincoln improves to 2-0 in the MAC Gold. Match
started at 145 pounds.)

Lincoln 48, Madison 24
103 pounds: Logan, M, won by void. 112: Double void.

119: Jones, L, won by void. 125: Smith, L, won by void. 130:
Meadows, L, won by void. 135: Jakushevich, M, pinned Pan-
toya 1:57. 140: Hollie, L, pinned Margherio 2:44. 145: Dou-
ble void. 152: Jasper, L, won by void. 160: Flaga, L, won by
void. 171: Shelton, L, pinned Ladd 2:13. 189: Matiyow, M,
tech. fall Ashley Hooper 15-0. 215: Kenny, M, pinned Steve
Convery 4:51. 285: Lynch, L, pinned Smith :33.

(Match started at 152 pounds.)

NON-LEAGUE
Brighton 34, Richmond 33

103: Dustin Pitcel, R, dec. Jackson Pizzo, 5-3 (OT).
112: Casey Martin, R, pinned C.J. Brish, 3:28. 119:
Grant Pizzo, B, dec. Justin Russo, 5-2. 125: Josh Rivard,
R, dec. Jacob Smith, 7-6. 130: Kenny Richmond, B, dec.
Sean Clancy, 13-4. 135: Brett Burg, R, dec. Andy White,
16-3. 140: Brian Henke, R, pinned Taylor Kirkpatrick,
1:12. 145: Andrew Ranbarger, B, dec. Emery Pitcel, 5-3.
152: Andy Raby, B, pinned Adrian Morang, 1:10. 160:
Mike Mack, R, tech. fall over Vince Tkac, 18-3. 171: Kurt
Alder, B, won by void. 189: Nick Krause, B, won by void.
215: Jack Griggs, B, won by void. 285: Greg Sebastian,
R, pinned Luke Loiselle, 3:34. Starting weight was 215.

Richmond 66, Pinckney 18
103: Jarett Edwards, R, won by void. 112: Brandon

Pawlak, R, pinned Patrick McAuliffe, :36. 119: Grant Haf-
ner, R, pinned Jeremy Curtsinger, 1:52. 125: Rivard, R,
pinned Cody Harrison, :25. 130: Clancy, R, won by void.
135: Preston Treend, R, won by void. 140: Pitcel, R, won
by void. 145: Henke, R, won by void. 152: Morang, R,
pinned Kyle Gladrey, 3:53. 160: Mack, R, pinned Scott
Hasseld, 1:57. 171: Ryan Erps, P, won by void. 189:
Ryan McAuliffe, P, won by void. 215: Greg Sebastian, R,
pinned Shane Crawford, :46. 285: Justin Gouch, P, won
by void. Starting weight was 285. Richmond is 11-5.

Results
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 7
Boys Basketball
Center Line 67, Warren Woods-Tower 63
Dakota 46 Chippewa Valley 29
Fitzgerald 74, Port Huron 69
Lake Shore 59, Center Line 58 OT
Llincoln 65, Marysville 43
Madison 58, Fraser 52
Mount Clemens 57, Sterling Heights 45
Romeo 58, L’Anse Creuse 47
Roseville 63, Stevenson 47
South Lake 47, Anchor Bay 39
Utica 81, Cousino 75
Warren-Mott 63, St. Clair 54
Boys Ice Hockey
Anchor Bay 3, St. Clair 3
L’Anse Creuse 6, University Liggett 5 (OT)
St. Clair Shores Unified 2, Grosse Pointe South 2
Swimming
Lake Shore 96, Marine City 74
Stevenson 112, Roseville 73
Wrestling
Anchor Bay 38, Roseville 20
Anchor Bay 58, Lamphere 11
Brighton 34, Richmond 33
Center Line 70, Madison 10
Center Line 72, Clawson 6
Lincoln 48, Clawson 13
Lincoln 48, Madison 24
Richmond 66, Pinckney 18

backs,” he said. “But, we’re happy
with the progression the kids are
making. We’re learning how to win.
We’re putting ourselves in good sit-
uations and all the games have been
close. The kids are buying into the
idea that saving a goal is just as im-
portant as scoring one.”

The Tars face a broad set of
challenges the rest of the season.
They will face Saint Clair Shores
and Utica in the upcoming MAC
Showcase on Jan. 16 and 17. The
very next weekend will find the
team making the 350-mile trek
north to Pullar Stadium in Sault
Ste. Marie. There, the Tars will
play in the Soo Lions Tourna-
ment against some of the Upper
Peninsula’s stiffest competition.
Anchor Bay also earned an invite
to the prestigious Trenton Invita-
tional in mid-February. The tour-
nament is known for including
the very best high school teams
from across the state. Utica and
Saint Clair Shores are the
county’s other Trenton entrants.
After all that, the team will jump
right into the state playoffs.

McCarrel especially favors the
showcase tournaments.

“We’re real excited about the
MAC Showcase,” he said. “(Dako-
ta’s) Dave Koons has done a tre-
mendous amount of work to or-
ganize it. It was also important
for us to get invited to Trenton.
The idea is to show the talent that
this state has. We’re seeing that
junior clubs are finding high
school players very complete.”

McCarrel cited Justin Abdel-
kader, a former Mona Shores
High School player who caught
scouts’ eyes at the Trenton tour-
nament and subsequently made
the journey to junior, collegiate
and professional hockey as a Red
Wings prospect.

“More and more guys are
starting to get noticed at that
tournament,” McCarrel said. “I
was there when they first started

COSTELLO: Tars to face
many challenges this year
Continued from Page 1B

and it has gone way past what we
ever thought it could do.”

While participating in show-
case tournaments is extremely
helpful for exposure and recruit-
ing, most county teams are hop-
ing to make their mark in the
state tournament. The Tars are
no exception. Anchor Bay has
won four playoff games since its
first appearance in the tourna-
ment in 2004-05. Last season the
team dropped a 2-1 regional sem-
ifinal game against Stoney
Creek. McCarrel and his staff are
hoping that this year’s group
will be able to make a run.

Luckily, the Tars have been
strongest where it counts — in
goal and along the blue line.

“We’re really happy with the
goalies, Alan Gaglio and Jeremy
Wierzbowski,” he said. “We’re
also getting some goals from our
defensemen. Our staff believes
that if we can win a regional, any-
thing can happen in a one-game
elimination. We set the goals high,
but we’re going to stay focused.”

By raising the bar and expect-
ing more of themselves, the Tars
can be proud.

They are creating their tradi-
tion with every shift.

Please send your comments,
story suggestions or high sticks to
macombdailyhockey@yahoo.com.

Power Five
1. L’Anse Creuse North –
The Crusaders offense is
coming alive, again
2. St. Clair Shores Unified –
Notched a big victory over
Ike
3. Eisenhower – Has an in-
teresting battle with WSU to-
night
4. Dakota – Topped St. Clair
a day after hanging with
Hartland
5. Stevenson – On first two-
game losing streak of the
year

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Center Line’s Jared Horetski, top, pinned Madison’s Rhett Ladd in a 171-pound clash.

erybody that is down in numbers
has that same problem.

“Center Line is probably the
class of the division. And Grosse
Pointe South has a pretty good
team. But we should be able to
compete.”

Picking up Clawson’s wins
against Lincoln were Palmer (by
void), Francis (major decision),
Rod Grant (decision) and Kevin
Cunningham (pin).

Madison’s victories were by
Will Logan (void), Jakushevich
(pin), Tyler Matiyow (technical
fall) and Kenny (pin).

Center Line opens up league with pair of wins

The Abes were in the MAC Blue
last year. They moved down two
divisions in joining the Gold.

Coach Bill Delia’s team defeated
Clawson 48-13 and Madison 48-24 to
move to 2-0 in league play. Bryan
Jones, Ken Meadows, Michael
Flaga, Matt Shelton and Keith
Lynch all won both of their matches
to help the Abes to the sweep.

 “We should be able to compete
(in the division),” said Delia. “We
just have trouble keeping the kids
around. Some of our best kids
weren’t here tonight because of
various reasons. But I’m sure ev-

league title won’t be easy for his
Panthers. He expects his team to
have to contend with Lake Shore
and Grosse Pointe South if it
hopes to repeat.

Anderson said he also expects
Lincoln to be a factor in the Gold.
The Abes also picked up a pair of
wins at the Clawson quad.

“You can never underestimate
Lincoln because you just never
know,” Anderson said. “That’s
been our problem (against Lin-
coln) in the past. They’ve been
able to pull something out of
their hat against us.”

The Panthers looked impres-
sive against the Trojans and
Eagles. Center Line cruised past
Madison 70-10 in the first match of
the night. Ryan Laskie, Jacob Le-
gree, Jared Horetski and Jason
Legree all pinned their opponents.

Jeremy Jakushevich and Corey
Kenny were the lone bright spots
for the Eagles. Jakushevich (135
pounds) pinned the Panthers’
Jacob O’Guin in 2:31 to give Madi-
son six of its points. Kenny picked
up a major decision (16-2) over
Peter Locricchio at 215.

Center Line capped off its night
with a 72-6 win over Clawson.

Legree was one of 10 Panthers
to win two matches on the night.
His brother Jacob, also won both
matches, along with Horetski,
Adam Cross, Brad Borts, Mike
Tyszkiewicz, Pat Mack, Dan
Nickles, Scott Gulette and Cullen
Redmon.

Jason Palmer (103) beat Ryan
Laskie 7-5 for one of Clawson’s
victories. At 125 pounds, Mike
Francis beat Bryan Bailey 14-9.

Anderson knows winning a

By Jason Schmitt
Special to The Macomb Daily

CLAWSON — The chance to
defend its MAC Gold champion-
ship couldn’t have come soon
enough for Center Line coach
Dave Anderson and his Pan-
thers.

Last year’s league champions
got off to a
perfect start
Wednesday
at Clawson

High School, breezing past the
host Trojans and Madison to
move to 2-0 in league action.

“Our school doesn’t win too
many league championships, so
this is big for us,” said Anderson,
who returns seven seniors from
last year’s league winners. “Win-
ning really helps with the pro-
gram. When I started out four
years ago we had nothing. I had
no wrestlers. I had to start basi-
cally a brand new program.

“From where we were then to
where we are now, it’s impres-
sive to me.”

Panthers ready to
defend Gold title

Wrestling

Gouch that put Roseville (1-0, 6-0)
back on top by 10 points.

Gouch finished with a team-
high 16 points to go along with
three assists. Green had 15
points. Dominique Pointer took
a team-high eight rebounds and
scored nine points. Traye Willi-
ams matched those nine points
and had four assists.

Jon Sulek’s 19 points paced
Stevenson (0-1, 1-3).

Roseville 63, Stevenson 47
Stevenson 9 11 11 16 - 47
Roseville 17 13 16 17 - 63

STEVENSON (0-1, 1-3): Justice Wright 2, Darius
Lewis 2, Josh Corbin 10, Mike Puzzuoli 10, Jon Sulek
19, Corey Stone 2. Totals:  20 (3) 4-6 - 47.

ROSEVILLE (1-0, 6-0): Brandon Gouch 16, Traye Wil-
liams 9, Dominique Pointer 9, David Green 15, Brian
Kari 10, De’Andre Turner 2. Totals 26 (9) 2-6 - 63.

UTICA 81, COUSINO 75: The
host Chieftains (1-0, 1-4) sank 13
3-pointers in their MAC White
opener. Trailing 33-29 at the half,
Utica built a 12-point fourth-
quarter lead that the Patriots
shaved, but couldn’t overcome.

Michael Hollingsworth scored

Thomas scored 18 points and had
five assists. He also was 12-of-17
from the foul line as the Bulldogs
won the MAC Red Division open-
er.  Senior Nate Saliga had 13 re-
bounds, five blocked shots and
made four assists. Kyle Maxwell
had 10 rebounds and 10 points.
Romeo led 31-25 at halftime and
outscored the Lancers 18-11 in
the third quarter.

Romeo 58, L’Anse Creuse 47
L’Anse Creuse 11 14 11 11 - 47
Romeo 13 18 9 18 - 58

L’ANSE CREUSE (0-1, 2-3):  Jerome Doggett 3, Ryan
Kennedy 2, Willie Cruz 14, Alonzo Chambry 10, Jimmy
McKee 6, Herman Washington 12, Totals:  18 (3) 8-11 --
47.

ROMEO (1-0, 3-1): Ryan Thomas 18, Ricky Roth 9,
Ryan Gregorzowski 4, Jason Schirmor 4, Nate Saliga 6,
Spencer Szwejk 1, Ben Brown 3, Brandon Hoenicke 2,
Steven Saliga 1, Kyle Maxwell 10. TOTAL: 19 (1) 19-31 --
58.

MAC WHITE DIVISION
ROSEVILLE 63, STEVEN-

SON 47: The visiting Titans cut
the Panthers’ 10-point first half
lead down to five points in the
third quarter. But a 3-pointer by
David Green was followed by a
steal and layup by Brandon

his team wouldn’t have a rivalry
hangover when it plays Romeo
on Friday.

“It’s always fun to play them
because the community gets into
the game, and it’s a good-natured
rivalry,” he said. “Kevin and I
have a great deal of respect for
each other and we’re good
friends but you always worry
about the game you play after.

“It’s an emotional couple days
for the kids. The last thing we
said to them was that we’re chal-
lenging them to see how we are
in practice tomorrow and to play
with even greater effort on Fri-
day.”

Dakota 46, Chippewa Valley 29
Dakota 12 4 13 17 -  46
Chippewa Valley 10 5 7 7 -- 29

Dakota (1-0, 5-2): Ryan Spicuzzi 5, Glen McIntosh
4, Tony D’Olivo 6, Mark Morris 9, Matt Mullins 10, Will
Stone 8, Agron Nicaj 4. Totals: 16 (6) 8-10 -- 46

Chippewa Valley (0-1, 4-3): Mark Sly 6, Jacob

Geatches 6, Trent Jax 1, Kevin Nikkel 9, Christian Finch-

er 7. Totals: 12 (3) 2-8 -- 29

MAC RED DIVISION
ROMEO 58, L’ANSE

CREUSE 47: Senior guard Ryan

Valley with nine points and
Christian Fincher had seven
points and eight rebounds. Glen
McIntosh grabbed eight re-
bounds.

Voss was pleased with the Big
Reds’ play in the first half, but
not as happy with the second
half.

“The first half I thought we
played well and accomplished
what we were trying to accom-
plish,” he said. “In the second
half we didn’t execute on offense
very well and there were things
we were trying to do on defense
that we didn’t get done. We
didn’t follow the game plan and
stop this guy from getting this
and that guy from getting that. It
just kind of got away from us. We
don’t have the confidence and
swagger of a team that’s been in
tough games, rivalry games. It’s
probably a good opener for us be-
cause this is a good introduction
to what the MAC Red is like
every night.”

Snyder was just hoping that

“In the second half we went
away from a patterned offense
and went to a spread where we
could move. We didn’t want kids
on the back side standing still.
That’s how we got into rebound-
ing trouble with over the backs
(fouls). We wanted those kids
moving back and forth. I thought
(the adjustment) made us a little
sharper.”

In addition to Morris, three

other younger players made key

contributions for Dakota in the

second half.
“Deontae Rex did a great job

guarding the ball,” Snyder said.

“Will Stone was an offensive

threat every time he touched the

ball on the wing and on the back

side rebounding. Nigel Adams

was playing great defense.”
Six-foot-7 Matt Mullins led Da-

kota’s balanced attack with 10

points. Morris had nine points

and Stone scored eight.
Kevin Nikkel led Chippewa

DAKOTA: Romeo defeats L’Anse Creuse; Roseville handles Titans
Continued from Page 1B

See BASKETBALL, Page 4B

Schedule
Creuse North
Sterling Heights, Lakeview and East Detroit at Utica
Eisenhower at Grosse Pointe North
Lutheran North at Brother Rice
New Haven, Mount Clemens and Lake Shore at Grosse
Pointe South

Sterling Heights at South Lake
Warren-Mott at Lamphere
Armada at Algonac
Croswell-Lexington at Richmond
Swimming
Marysville at Anchor Bay
Center Line at East Detroit
De La Salle at Ford
Fitzgerald at Sterling Heights
Utica at Fraser
Roseville at Romeo
Warren-Mott at Clawson
Lakeview at Warren Woods-Tower
Wrestling
Ford, L’Anse Creuse and Romeo at Chippewa Valley
Fraser, Cousino and Warren-Mott at Fitzgerald
Dakota, Marysville and Port Huron Northern at L’Anse

THURSDAY, JAN. 8
Boys Basketball
Owendale-Gagetown at Memphis
Boys Ice Hockey
Warren-Sterling United at Eisenhower (SIM)
Girls Basketball
Grosse Pointe South at Anchor Bay
Center Line at New Haven
Clintondale at Clawson
Cousino at Lakeview
East Detroit at Madison
Lincoln at Fitzgerald
Stevenson at Ford
Mount Clemens at L’Anse Creuse
Fraser at Eisenhower
L’Anse Creuse North at Marysville
Port Huron Northern at Warren Woods-Tower

Basketball

Coaches call in

your scores at

(586) 469-4771




