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GOT A HERNIA?

In the Omni Center, Across from Partridge Creek Mall

17375 Hall Rd., Macomb Twp  586-228-0550

Get Ready For All Your 
Summer Activities.

Come In For a 
Consultation Today!

GET IT FIXED QUICKLY WITH OUR MINIMALLY 
INVASIVE LAPAROSCOPIC TECHNIQUES.
- Less Pain - Faster Recovery

SPORTS INSIDER

Sports dept.
� Call (586) 469-4771

after 4 p.m.

� Send e-mail to

sports@macombdaily.com

� Send faxes to (586) 469-

2892

Shootout
winner
Carolina vies for final

playoff spot with a

victory over the Sabres.

— PAGE 6B

Is this a player of interest for the Lions? — 3B

Section B

Sports
FRIDAY, FEB. 27, 2009

Michigan stuns
No. 16 Purdue

ANN ARBOR (AP) — DeShawn Sims scored a
career-high 29 points and Manny Harris had 27
points and eight rebounds to lead Michigan to an 87-
78 victory over No. 16 Purdue on Thursday night.

The Wolverines (18-11, 8-8 Big Ten) improved to
3-4 against ranked opponents and added an impor-
tant victory to the ones it had over Duke and
UCLA, when both teams were
ranked fourth in the nation.
Michigan is trying for its first
NCAA tournament bid in
more than a decade.

Robbie Hummel scored 24
points for the Boilermakers
(21-7, 10-5), while E’Twaun
Moore had 18.

Purdue, which had won
four straight, fell two games
behind Big Ten-leading
Michigan State and a half-game behind Illinois.

The Boilermakers trailed by three midway
through the second half, but couldn’t stop Sims or
Harris during a 19-6 run that decided the game.

The Wolverines haven’t earned an NCAA tourna-
ment bid since 1998, but they’ve got a shot to end the
drought with two talented upperclassmen — Sims
and Harris — recruited by former coach Tommy
Amaker, gutsy freshmen and savvy coaching by
John Beilein, who is in his second season.

AP photo

Detroit shortstop Adam Everett bobbles a fly ball hit by Washington’s Adam
Dunn in Viera, Fla. Everett continued to bobble the ball until center fielder
Ryan Raburn caught the ball.

Washington clips
the Tigers, 2-1

who must either make the team out
of camp or be offered back to the Cin-
cinnati Reds.

“I tried to be as calm as possible
and not get too worked up, and I
think that helps me,” the 22-year-old
Zimmermann said. “I wasn’t nerv-
ous at all. I just got up there and did
my thing.”

Tigers starter Edwin Jackson
struck out three and walked one in
two innings.

The Nationals broke the scoreless
tie in the third inning when Wil
Nieves doubled off Nate Robertson,
driving in Pete Orr.

Detroit tied it in the fifth when Clete
Thomas singled home Ryan Raburn.
Washington scored in the bottom half
as Chris Marrero doubled home Orr.

Mike O’Connor got the victory and
Rick Porcello took the loss.

Former Tiger Wil Ledezma and
Jesus Colome finished up with a
scoreless inning apiece for the Na-
tionals.

VIERA, Fla. (AP) — Collin Bal-

ester, Jordan Zimmermann and Ter-

rell Young each pitched two score-

less innings and the Washington Na-

tionals beat

the Detroit

Tigers 2-1

Thursday.
The 22-year-

old Balester is

the only of the

trio with

major league

experience,

having started 15 games for the Na-

tionals last year. He and Zimmer-

mann are vying for spots in the rota-

tion and Young is a Rule 5 draft pick

Detroit’s offseason
acquisition Edwin
Jackson strikes out 3,
walks 1 in 2 innings

Prep hockey
squads eye
successful
tourney runs

Since they began participating
in 2005, Macomb Area Confer-
ence hockey teams have been
able to consistently turn in re-
markable state playoff perform-

ances. While
some members
of the league
still are fight-
ing for respect
on a statewide
basis, a closer
look at post-
season results
reveals that
the conference
already has a
lot on which to
build.

In every sea-
son, at least one
MAC team has

advanced to the championship
game in its region. Last year saw
Dakota claim its first regional
title, after defeating Troy Athens
in overtime. The following is a
look ahead at next week’s state
playoffs, from the perspective of
teams in Macomb County:

Division 1
At McMorran Arena Port

Huron, March 2, 4
Rochester Unified vs. Eisen-

hower; Lake Orion vs. Port
Huron Northern

Last season, the Eagles were a
downtrodden group that strug-
gled most of the season. Drawing
Dakota in the first round didn’t
help matters — the Cougars
quickly dispatched Ike by a 5-1
score. This year’s team looks 180
degrees different. As of press
time, Eisenhower stood at 16-4-2
overall and were the White Divi-
sion runners-up. While coach
Bob Hall and the Eagles have
come a long way in a rebuilding
effort, another quick postseason
exit may be on the horizon. Roch-
ester Unified boasts one of the

Fred

Costello

SLAP SHOTS

See COSTELLO, Page 2B

Exhibition
Game

Woods’ big
comeback
hits a snag

MARANA, Ariz. (AP) — One
day after a ceremonious return
to golf, Tiger Woods was on his
way home.

Tim Clark of
South Africa
played 16 holes
without a

bogey and pulled ahead for good
on the back nine Thursday,
knocking Woods out of the Ac-
centure Match Play Champion-
ship with a 4-and-2 victory.

Woods holed out a 50-foot
bunker shot for birdie on the
14th hole and appeared to be
making a run, but his tee shot on
the 15th hole hit a cart path and
went over a fence and out of
bounds, costing him the hole.

The good news for golf is that it
probably won’t have to wait
eight months to see him again.

Woods likely will play in two
weeks at Doral in the CA Cham-
pionship, although he said he
would wait to see how his left
knee felt. This was his first tour-
nament since reconstructive
surgery on the knee one week
after he won the U.S. Open in
June.

Asked where he would go from
here, Woods replied, “To the air-
port.”

Clark, a pesky opponent with a
sharp short game, didn’t give
him much of a chance. He was 6-
under par when the match ended
on the par-3 16th hole, where he
put his tee shot 4 feet away. The
putt was conceded when Woods
failed to chip in from just off the AP photo

Tiger Woods watches his drive on the second hole during the second round of the Accenture Match
Play Championship. Woods lost to Tim Clark 4 and 2.

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Parkway Christian’s John Talos prepares to
try for a layup against Detroit Kettering.

Pioneers because he thought it would

toughen the Eagles for the Class D play-

offs, which begin with district tourna-

ment games on March 9.
The Eagles, state semifinalists in

2007, led 18-13 after one quarter and

were tied with the Class A Pioneers at

halftime.
Parkway Christian led by a point en-

tering the fourth quarter and, despite

trailing by as many as four midway

through the final stanza, led 60-58 on

John Talos’ baseline jumper with 1:21

to play.
But the Eagles would not score the

Junior guard Nequan Tucker scored
17 points and senior guard Mark
Whittsett 13 for Detroit Kettering, a De-
troit Public School League team that
has produced stars such as former Pis-
ton Eric Money and former Michigan
State standout Lindsay Hairston.

Zurlon Tipton scored 16 points and
Matt Cooper 14 for Parkway Christian,
which had a six-game winning streak
snapped and lost for only the second
time this season to drop to 16-2.

Parkway Christian coach Jim
Barker scheduled the game against the

By George Pohly
Macomb Daily Sports Editor

It could have been worse for Parkway
Christian. It could have happened in a
state tournament basketball game.

The Eagles committed a turnover
and were called for a bench technical
foul with 7.3 seconds left in the fourth
quarter and Detroit Kettering took ad-
vantage by going on to make three free
throws that broke a 60-all tie and lifted
the Pioneers to a 63-60 non-league boys
game on Thursday night.

Final seconds tough on Eagles

Golf

See WOODS, Page 3B

He likely be back
though in 2 weeks
at CA Championship

Boys H.S. Basketball

See EAGLES, Page 5B

Kettering takes 63-60
victory after key TO

Up Next
Michigan at

Wisconsin

Time: 1 p.m.

Sunday

TV: BTN
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Bulldogs finished fourth in the
MAC White and were 9-10-3 over-
all with one game to go. Up front,
Romeo is led by a pair of dynam-
ic junior forwards in Zack Soul-
liere and Brad Rice. Always a de-
pendable forward, Soulliere en-
joyed a breakout season offen-
sively — eclipsing the 20-goal
mark. The Bulldogs will need de-
fenseman Billy Turner to move
the puck up quickly if they are to
get their own shot at knocking
out Stoney Creek — which elimi-
nated Romeo last year.

Prediction: Stoney Creek
over Anchor Bay; Romeo over
Port Huron; Finals: Stoney
Creek over Romeo.

At Fraser, March 2, 4
Fraser vs. L’Anse Creuse

North; Winner of Game 1 vs.
L’Anse Creuse

Pre-regionals do not get much
easier to predict than this. It is
very tough to argue with the bril-
liant play L’Anse Creuse North
has shown all year. The Crusad-
ers won the White Division for
the first time in school history
and boasted the county’s best of-
fense by a long shot. Senior for-
wards Nick West and Chris
Davis compiled ridiculous offen-
sive numbers — combining for
over 60 goals and 110 points. Fac-
tor in fellow senior Taylor Tyll’s
point-per-game clip and it be-
comes clear why LCN was 16-6-1
overall with one game to go.
Fraser, on the other hand, strug-
gled for most of its inaugural sea-
son. Mike Kohler, Justin Coppo-
la and Jason Emoett all were
able to break double digits in
goals, but the Ramblers had a lot
of difficulty keeping the puck out
of the net. Fraser was 5-16-1 with
one game left. L’Anse Creuse
went through its worst season in
school history, finishing last in
the White and are 6-14-1 with a
game left. Only Fraser gave up
more goals than L’Anse Creuse
in the county. The good news for
the Lancers is that 16 players on
the current team will be eligible
to return next season, so they
can use this post-season to gain

While it is not a given that Utica
will top Ford, the Chieftains beat
the Falcons by five goals in the
Challenge Cup Tournament.
Utica spent the year decimated
by injuries and still managed a
third-place finish in the Red and
8-10-4 record as of today. The bur-
den to score this post-season will
fall on senior Nick Drenchko,
who is unlikely to disappoint.
Ford finished second to Marys-
ville in the Blue Division, but
was one of the worst teams in the
conference defensively. Fresh-
man goalie Alex Stickney has
been impressive all season, but
will need to be downright bril-
liant for Ford to advance. The
team also will need an other-
worldly game from Kyle Hautala
up front. The Falcons were 6-12-4
with a game remaining.

Prediction: Utica over Ford;
Finals: Dakota over Utica.

Division 2
At Suburban Macomb,

March 2, 4
Anchor Bay vs. Rochester

Hills Stoney Creek; Port
Huron vs. Romeo

Anchor Bay will not have to
wait long for a shot at redemp-
tion. The Tars were ousted last
season by Stoney Creek in the
second round. The bad news is
that Stoney Creek is coming off
another outstanding season. The
Tars had a rough go of it in the
Red Division this season, finish-
ing fourth. Struggling to score
most of the year, Anchor Bay
was in the bottom three in the
conference on offense. Still, the
team played very well against
top competition, hanging in with
Dakota and even taking a point
off of St. Clair Shores. A roster
comprised of extremely young
defensemen and only a handful
of seniors will struggle to pull off
the upset. It will be on senior for-
wards James Mackey and Brett
Knybel to provide the spark for
the Tars, who were 7-12-2 before
Wednesday’s game. Romeo,
meanwhile, should have no
problem with Port Huron. The

pre-regional tournament draw is
a brutal one. In both 2006 and ’07,
GPN ousted Shores from the
playoffs — returning the favor
after the Lakers’ win in ’05. SCS
turned in what by its standards
could be called a decent season
this year, finishing runner-up in
the MAC Red and 11-6-5 overall
with one regular-season game
remaining. The Lakers have out-
standing talent, such as Chris
Pontello, Cory Shafer and Joe
Rutkowski. It has been an up-
and-down season for Warren-
Sterling. The Thunder certainly
has players who can score —
Kenny Miller and Matt Reno
come to mind — but they are
otherwise a very young team.
Two sophomore goalies and just
six seniors will prove too much
against a veteran team like
Shores. The Thunder finished
fifth in the White and was 10-10-3
overall at press time.

Prediction: St. Clair Shores
over Warren-Sterling; Grosse
Pointe North over U-D Jesuit; Fi-
nals: Grosse Pointe North over
St. Clair Shores.

At Suburban Macomb,
March 2, 4

Ford vs. Utica; Winner of
Game 1 vs. Dakota

The Cougars have been tough
to figure out this season. Many
games, they appear the MAC’s
best team – fitting, since they
won the Red Division for the sec-
ond consecutive year. They have
struggled, however, with many
non-MAC opponents. From a sta-
tistical standpoint, the Cougars
are a top-three defensive team in
the conference, thanks to the
goaltending duo of Spencer Gold
and Peter Tropper. With scorers
aplenty and solid defense, Dako-
ta appears built for another long
playoff run and perhaps a second
straight regional championship.
It is déjà vu all over again for
Utica. The Chieftains have faced
Dakota in every single post-sea-
son since the inception of the
MAC in 2005. Utica boasts a 3-1
post-season record against the
Cougars, after losing last season.

top teams in the division. St.
Clair Shores lost by just a goal to
Rochester; the Lakers disman-
tled Eisenhower earlier in the
season. Ike will need a dominant
performance from senior for-
ward Joe Warner — and stellar
goaltending — if it is to pull off
the upset.

Prediction: Rochester over
Eisenhower; Lake Orion over
PHN; Finals: Rochester over
Lake Orion.

At Troy Sports Center,
March 2, 4

Troy Athens vs. Stevenson;
Troy vs. Beverly Hills Groves

What a year this has been for
Stevenson. The Titans somehow
wound up in third place in the
MAC White, despite being the
only county team to go undefeat-
ed in division play. Five ties
landed them behind L’Anse
Creuse North and Eisenhower in
the White. Nobody, however,
had a better overall record than
Stevenson. As of today, the Ti-
tans are 15-3-5 overall. They have
not lost a game in nearly two
months — earning a point in 13
consecutive contests. As fate
would have it, Stevenson’s first-
round opponent is Troy Athens –
which eliminated the Titans in
the second round last season.
One of only four MAC teams to
top 100 goals scored, there is a
very good chance that Stevenson
and forwards Dan Dougherty
and Drew DeMarti will capture
the school’s first regional title.

Prediction: Stevenson over
Troy Athens; Troy over Groves;
Finals: Stevenson over Troy.

At St. Clair Shores Civic,
March 2, 4

St. Clair Shores vs. Warren-
Sterling United; U of D Jesuit
vs. Grosse Pointe North

Unfortunately for the winner
between St. Clair Shores and
Warren-Sterling, that team will
face a top-10 state-ranked oppo-
nent in the second round. As the
Lakers know all too well, their

COSTELLO: Stevenson brings impressive winning streak into regionals
Continued from Page 1B valuable experience.

Prediction: L’Anse Creuse
North over Fraser; Finals: LCN
over L’Anse Creuse

at Detroit City Arena,
March 2, 4

De La Salle vs. Warren-
Mott; Winner of Game 1 vs.
Grosse Pointe South

With all due respect to Warren-
Mott, this pre-regional is be-
tween De La Salle and Grosse
Pointe South. De La Salle cap-
tured a regional championship
last season, defeating Grosse
Pointe South 1-0 in double over-
time. The Pilots bowed out to
Trenton, the eventual state
champion in Division 2. As
usual, De La Salle has a powerful
offense and stingy defense. They
also boast John Kleinhans — ar-
guably the best goalie in the state
— who spurned offers to play ju-
nior hockey in order to finish his
high school career with the Pi-
lots. At 13-7-2 overall with a pair
of games yet to play, De La Salle
has shown the game-by-game
consistency to consider itself a le-
gitimate contender for the Divi-
sion 2 state title. Of course, that
means getting past GPS — who
the Pilots peppered with over 40
shots in early January before
skating away with only a 2-2 tie
to show for it. With Steve Van-
denberghe patrolling the blue
line and Bill Coole causing havoc
up front, De La Salle appears to
have all the pieces in place.
Warren-Mott struggled this sea-
son — 3-12-0 overall with a game
to go — and finished behind Fras-
er in last place in the Blue Divi-
sion. If there is a silver lining for
the year, it is the make-up of the
roster. The team features more
sophomores than seniors. Three
of its defensemen are ninth-grad-
ers. It took on the challenge of
playing two crossover games
against Eisenhower. While this
season may have been tough, at
least next year looks brighter for
the Marauders.

Prediction: De La Salle over
Warren-Mott; De La Salle over
Grosse Pointe South.

Results
THURSDAY, FEB. 26
Boys Basketball
Clintondale 72, Center Line 65
Conner Creek West 74, Inkster Cherry Hill 70, 2OT
Detroit Kettering 63, Parkway Christian 60
East Detroit 63, Port Huron 48
Fitzgerald 54, South Lake 52
Fraser 39, Anchor Bay 38
Grosse Pointe North 77, Cousino 44
Lake Shore 64, Lamphere 58
L’Anse Creuse 54, Chippewa Valley 41
Lincoln 70, Mount Clemens 57
New Haven 56, Sterling Heights 48
Roseville 74, Port Huron Northern 58
Warren Woods-Tower 53, Lakeview 26
Girls Basketball
Michigan Collegiate 58, Chandler Park 34

Schedule
FRIDAY, FEB. 27
Bowling
Regionals
Boys Basketball
Armada at Richmond
Dakota at L’Anse Creuse North
Eisenhower at Romeo
Madison at East Detroit
Grosse Pointe South at Utica
Metro Conference Tournament
Charter School Conference Tournament
SAC Conference Tournament
Boys Hockey
Warren-Sterling United at Stevenson (GLSC)
Dakota at L’Anse Creuse North (MC)
Saginaw Nouvel Catholic Central at Utica (SIM)
Eisenhower at Walled Lake Northern (LA)
Grand Blanc at Fraser (GLSC)
Girls Basketball
Armada at Richmond
Cousino at Notre Dame Prep
Lutheran North at Ford
Roseville at Port Huron
Utica at L’Anse Creuse
Anchor Bay at Fitzgerald
Clintondale at Parkway Christian
SAC Conference Tournament
Swimming
MAC Red Division Meet at Grosse Pointe South
MAC White Division Meet at Ford
MAC Blue Division Meet at L’Anse Creuse North
MAC Gold Division Meet at South Lake
MAC Silver Division Meet at Sterling Heights

SATURDAY, FEB. 28
Bowling
Regionals
Boys Hockey
De La Salle at U-D Jesuit
Eisenhower at Ford (GLSC)
St. Clair Shores Unified at Toy (TSC)
Berkley at L’Anse Creuse (GLSC)
Warren-Mott at Romeo (SIM)
Anchor Bay at Flint Powers Catholic
Competitive Cheer
Regionals
Swimming
MAC Red Division Meet at Grosse Pointe South
MAC White Division Meet at Ford
MAC Blue Division Meet at L’Anse Creuse North
MAC Gold Division Meet at South Lake
MAC Silver Division Meet at Sterling Heights
Wrestling
Individual Regionals

Abes rake
in the Gold

The Macomb Daily Sports Staff

Coach Jeff McGavin and his basketball
players from Lincoln have the makings of
some might savvy investors.

For a few years, they profited in Silver.
On Thursday night, they cashed in on the

Gold market. The Abes’ 70-57 victory over vis-
iting Mount Clemens guaranteed at least a
share of the Macomb Area Conference Gold
Division championship.

Lincoln closed out its league schedule 10-2.
The Abes are 15-4 overall. Both Warren-Mott

and Marysville were 9-2
entering play last night.
They still have to play
one another.

This is Lincoln’s sec-
ond year in the Gold Division. The Abes fin-
ished second last year. It was only a few years
ago when they won back-to-back Silver Divi-
sion championships.

“This was good,” said McGavin. “We’ve
had some ups and downs this season. We beat
Mott, and then we dropped a game at Marys-
ville that dropped us out of first place. Then
Mott beat Marysville the other day. This was
our last league game tonight.”

Lincoln jumped out to an 18-11 lead in the
first quarter last night, and went up 36-22 at
halftime.

Anthony Williams led the Abes with 23
points. He hit eight of nine free throws in the
second half. Lincoln knocked down 28 of 34
from the foul line. Tremaris Campbell scored
10 and grabbed seven rebounds. Charles
Spann scored 15, as did Romenta Pope.

Mount Clemens was led by Cedric Powell,
who scored 15.

Lincoln travels to Warren Woods-Tower for
a MAC crossover contest Tuesday.

Lincoln 70, Mount Clemens 57
Mount Clemens 11 11 22 12 - 57
Lincoln 18 18 16 18 - 70

MOUNT CLEMENS (5-6, 12-7): Cedric Powell 15, Joshua Robinson 3,
Thomas Hannah 6, Darius Wilson 9, Damien Green 2, Zachary Arnold 5, Craig
Rice 2, Pettway 9, Janard Masten 2, Leonard Perry 4. Totals: 21 (5) 8-13 57.

LINCOLN (10-2, 15-4): Anthony Grabill 1, Charles Spann 15, Aaron Gartin
3, Anthony Williams 23, Romenta Pope 10, Shaquille Wilkerson 4, Tremaris
Campbell 10, Donovan Durham 4. Totals: 17 (4) 28-34 70.

NEW HAVEN 56, STERLING HEIGHTS
48: Bryan Lawton had 11 points and 11 re-
bounds and Desmond Clark made four steals
to spark New Haven.

New Haven 56,  Sterling Heights 48
New Haven 21 9 9 17 - 56

Lincoln clinches share of
league championship after
defeating Mount Clemens

Dragons, Shorians share
MAC Silver championship

eight rebounds and four assists for
Clintondale, while Gaines collected
12 points and seven rebounds and Le-
terrius Walton had four blocked
shots.

In addition to his 26 points, Center
Line’s Stevens had 10 rebounds and
five assists. Popov also dished out
five assists.

Clintondale 72, Center Line 65
Center Line 10 12 15 28 -- 65
Clintondale 17 17 16 22 -- 72

CENTER LINE (4-10, 4-14): Derrick Popov 14, Michael Mel-
konian 6, Eric Stevens 26, Clarence Alford 12, Matthew Pelish
5, Andre Mays 2. Totals: 23 (0) 19-30--65

CLINTONDALE (11-3, 13-6): Michael Johnson 9, James Be-
thea 23, Cordero Gaines 12, Ocious Samuel 4, Anthony Brown-
lee 14, William Norman 2, Jalen Robinson 2, Denzel Rodgers 6.
Totals: 28 (5) 11-18--72

LAKE SHORE 64, LAMPHERE
58: Johnny Johnson scored 25,
grabbed eight rebounds and had four
assists as the Shorians clinched a
share of the league championship.

Lake Shore and Clintondale both
finished with 11-3 records in the
Silver Division. Lake Shore is 13-6
overall.

Jordan Ivey had eight points and 11
rebounds for the Shorians. Jacob Si-
mons scored 12 and snared five re-
bounds.

Coach Todd Stevens’ Lake Shore
team trailed by as many as 10 points
in the third quarter.

“We clamped down defensively.
We got some transition baskets, and
we made nine of 14 free throws in the
fourth quarter,” said the Lake Shore
coach.

It was Lake Shore’s first league
championship since 1998. It was only
their second since the Shorians won
the Class B state boys championship
in 1994.

Lamphere was led by Kelvin Toma,
who scored 18. Nate Laws had 12
points.

Lake Shore closes out its regular
season with a MAC crossover game
against Fraser Tuesday.

Lake Shore 64, Lamphere 58
Lake Shore 9 13 20 22 - 64
Lamphere 12 13 18 15 - 58

LAKE SHORE (11-3, 13-6) : Deontae Bridgeman 2, Arthur
Coppola 6, Kyle Nemitz 8, Johnny Johnson 25, Jordan Ivy 8,
Robert Nimmo 3, Jacob Simons 12. Totals:  19 (5) 21-31 64.

LAMPHERE: Mitchell Kozlowski 4, Derek McCoy 6, Nate

Laws 12, Kelvin Toma 18, Matt Barnes 4, Ryan Horvath 5, John

Kleinert 2, Pete Makowski 7. Totals:  23 (5) 7-14 58.

was to win this game. There was

nothing else to it. We’ve got to finish

in first.”
Center Line coach Jim Nelson was

proud of his team’s effort.
“My kids have played much tough-

er the last couple of weeks,” he said.

“I’m proud of them for fighting back.

Clintondale is a big, physical team,

but we said at halftime, ‘Let’s take the

fight to them.’ That’s what we did and

we got back into the game.
“I was a little concerned about that

11-0 run at the half. We can’t keep dig-

ging all those holes, but I think we’ll

be OK.”
The Panthers still don’t have the in-

jured Jonathon Essenmacher back in

the lineup. Nelson is hopeful that

he’ll return in time for the state tour-

nament, but he isn’t sure.
“He’s averaging 20 points a game,”

Nelson said. “Having him could

make these games a lot different.”
Bethea’s 23-point effort was his sev-

enth straight game of 20 points or

more and it left him only 16 short of

1,000 career points.
“The kid works harder than any-

body else,” Townsend said. “He’s the

best rebounder. He’s a good passer

and obviously, he’s a great offensive

threat. We don’t win two league

championships without him but you

need a supporting cast and those

guys came through.”
Clintondale has also suffered inju-

ries and illness during the season,

but the adversity has made the Drag-

ons a better team.
“This is the first time in a while

that we’ve had our full lineup,”

Townsend said. “When you have

that, you get depth. Tonight we had a

lot of people in foul trouble, but when

somebody had to come out, somebody

replaced them and did just as good a

job.
“If somebody gets tired, we have

somebody to step in and the level

doesn’t drop off. That’s a compliment

to the whole team and to the juniors

who get to do this next year when it’s

their team.”
Brownlee finished with 14 points,

ing our goals,” Townsend said. “They

really came out today determined,

and everybody who played took care

of what they had to.”
Bethea was certainly ready to go.
He scored 10 of his 23 points in the

first quarter to help Clintondale get

off to a good start, and he had four

points during a decisive 11-0 run late

in the second quarter.
“Everybody as a team had to step

up,” said Bethea, who also collected

11 rebounds and six assists. “This

was a championship game. We didn’t

want to be in second place.
“It feels good to win it two years in

a row. But it’s a lot of hard work.”
Gaines stepped up a couple of times

in the second half when Center Line

started to rally from its 34-22 halftime

deficit.
He and Anthony Brownlee hit con-

secutive 3-point baskets late in the

third quarter to give the Dragons

their biggest lead of the game, 46-31,

after the Panthers had sliced the mar-

gin to nine.
Center Line continued to battle

back behind the scoring of Eric

Stevens, who had a game-high 26

points, and Derrick Popov and Clar-

ence Alford, who finished with 14 and

12 points, respectively.
After a basket by Alford cut the

Clintondale lead to 59-52 with 3:41 to

go, Gaines answered with another 3-

pointer to put the Dragons back in

front by 10. Four straight baskets by

Popov and a pair of free throws by Al-

ford made it 68-65 with 10 seconds to

go.
Once again, Gaines came through

with an important basket to clinch

the victory. He scored on a hard drive

to the hoop and was fouled. He missed

the free throw but Rodgers grabbed

the rebound and put the finishing

touch on the Clintondale victory.
“You’ve got to do what you’ve got to

do,” Gaines said. “We needed that

basket. The only thing on our minds
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There’s no question that Clinton-

dale seniors James Bethea, Cordero

Gaines and Denzel Rodgers made sig-

nificant contributions on the court to

the Dragons’ second straight Ma-

comb Area Conference Silver Divi-

sion championship.
All one has to do is look at the com-

bined 41 points the three returning

players scored in Clintondale’s 72-65

victory Thursday against a scrappy

Center Line team.
However, Bethea, Gaines and

Rodgers did

even more than

that.
“They taught

our younger

players what it

takes to win a championship,” said

Dragons coach Rob Townsend.

“There were some times when they

questioned whether they wanted to

work as hard as they did, but the sen-

iors knew what it took to win it, what

effort had to be there.
“There were some practices that

we didn’t give that effort and it result-

ed in a loss the next game. The sen-

iors showed what had to be done to

get there and eventually they all de-

cided that’s what they wanted to do.”
Nine of Clintondale’s 13 players

were members of the football team

that also won a division title and

Townsend said that helped establish

a winning attitude that carried over

to the basketball season.
Thursday’s victory gave Clinton-

dale an 11-3 division record and as-

sured them of nothing worse than a

tie for the championship, depending

on Lake Shore’s game with Lam-

phere.
A loss to Lamphere earlier this

week, led to some soul-searching for

Townsend and his team.
“After losing to Lamphere we had a

talk about our roles and re-establish-

Seniors spark Clintondale to another title
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